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ESSAYS, MONOGRAPHS, AND CASES 


Deformities and Their Remedy. By H. G. Davis, M.D. 
(Concluded. ) 

In order to arrive at some more definite knowledge of the 
various uses of the right arm and its auxiliary muscles, in 
which the /eft and its auxiliary muscles do not participate, let 
us recount a portion of them. 

From earliest infancy, the child is taught with most assiduous 
attention to take and hold everything that is given it in its right 
hand, and there appears to be an extreme anxiety that the 
child will be left-handed. As for myself, 1 cannot conceive 
why we should not bestow as much care to cultivate the use of 
both hands and arms, as we should of both legs, or both eyes ; 
and I can see no possible objection to the left hand being as 
dextrous as the right. It is not infrequent that the surgeon 
requires as ready a control of the movements of the left hand 
and arm, in some operations and manipulations, as he does of 
the right ; and I have often found that the left hand and arm can 
be made to accomplish as much as the right ; but, in order to do 
it, the whole attention must be directed to its movements, and 
the will concentrated to control its actions. The sympathy 

26 
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between the brain and the contractions cf the muscles in the 
performance of any movement, depends very much upon culture 
er habit. This fact has a greater influence upon the symmetry 
of the body than would at first appear, for the result will be a 
deformity, necessarily. After the child is able to amuse itself 
with playthings, they are all held by the right hand; and 
when it is able to drive a hoop, toss a ball, and throw the shut- 
tlecock, when it carries its books to school, sews, embroiders, 
draws, paints, writes, marks upon the blackboard, it is with 
the right hand that almost everything is done, to the exclusion 
of the left; and in females, so far as much labor is concerned, 
the left arm and hand could be dispensed with. Compare 
these exercises with those of boys of the same age. Observe 
him as he plays at ball. flies his kite, skates, rides down hill 
upon his*sled, or as he goes and comes from school, and see the 
endless variety of attitudes into which he throws himself; 
notice his rough and tumble sports with his mates, and say if 
there is not reason sufficient why his body should be well 
balanced by his muscles, while that of his sister may be 
gyrated or drawn to one side, as her partial exercise may 
induce. 

This unequal exercise, and consequent unequal development 
of the two sides of the body, furnishes sufficient cause for so 
many Misses and young ladies being affected with curvature of 
the spine, also why it is located upon the right side. It fur- 
nishes a good reason. likewise, for the difference in the size of 
the shoulders. The muscles about the right scapula possess 
much more volume than those upon the opposite side. We 
should undoubtedly see the lower limbs similarly affected, were 
they exposed to the same causes. Another cause of curvature 
may sometimes exist, but it is not very common. I allude toa 
lax and feeble state of the whole muscular system. In these 
eases the body becomes deformed from the want of support, the 
weight throwing it into irregular shapes. The prophylactic 
treatment in the former cases would be to give equal exercise 
to both sides of the body, that there may be symmetry of devel- 


opment, and equality of contractile force in all the muscles 


that serve to support the spinal column. In the latter, arising 
from muscular debility, the effort should be to invigorate by 
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tonics, cold bathing, friction, &c.,. together with a suitable 
amount of exercise. 

In most young persons predisposed to lateral,curvature, the 
trunk is long in proportion to the ribs, and the chest small in 
circumference. This may be one reason why this class are so 
predisposed to phthisis, after the curvature takes place  ren- 
dering them almost certain to succumb to it, unless the curva- 
ture is remedied and the thorax enlarged by a proper system 


of exercise. If this contracted state of the chest predisposes 


either mechanically, by contraction and compression, or by 
rendering the generai tone of the muscular system feeble, in 
either way, or in both combined, to develop curvature, it 
becomes highly important that measures should be adopted in 
early life to counteract it, and treatment should be resorted to 
sufficiently early, that the system may not suffer, although no 
curvature may manifest itself. A large portion of lateral cur- 
vatures commence about puberty, when the bony structure is 
growing most rapidly. In this transition state, the muscul 
system exhibits a degree of weakness or lassitude, and, apy 
rently, is unable to sustain the spinal column in its normal 
position ; in addition, if the chest is small, the muscles con- 
nected with the ribs, and exerting ar ‘portant influence in 
sustaining the spinal column in its | position, are near to 
the spine, and there is necessarily a ivss of mechan, ower 
over it, in consequence of these levers being short. 

From the frequency of curvatures in persons with narrow 
chests, and from its occurring at the period when the loss of 
leverage is greafest, in proportion to the height, and also, when 
the muscular system is imperfectly developed in proportion to 
the osseous, it is evident that a system of exercise, having 
special reference to enlarging the chest, would be an efficient 
means of preventing curvature. Were this consideration not 
sufficient to induce its adoption, the advantages of a full and 
well developed chest, and a corresponding volume of lungs, 
would be ainple remuneration, and encouragement for the labor 
necessary to attain them. 

The all-wise Creator has given a well-developed man a much 
larger volume of lungs than is necessary for carrying on their 
function, under ordinary circumstances. Were this otherwise, 
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the first attack of inflammation, the first influenza, or any acci- 
dental cause that positively impaired respiration, would neces- 
sarily destroy life. 

With a well-developed chest, one lung would be all that 
would be required to perform the function of respiration when 
in a state of rest. If we are thus guarded against acute dis- 
eases and accidents, why not profit by this kind hint of nature, 
and increase by suitable exercise the thorax, and thus the 
quantity of lungs? For I hold that the lungs, in health, are 
dependent upon the size of the chest, and will always enlarge 
to fill it when the cavity is increased. In the increased volume 
of lungs, we have our surest safeguard against that constitu- 
tional tendency to tuberculosis. The vigorous health accom- 
panying large lungs, other things being equal, is a state of the 
system in which it is difficult for tubercle to develop itself. 
Again, digestion and assimilation are intimately connected 
with a full chest. We see the amonnt of food consumed and 
digested by those visiting the Polar regions, where the air is 
dense in proportion to the degree of cold, and the same lungs 
would consequently consume a much greater amount of oxygen 
than they would in a milder latitude. In Dr. Kane’s expedi- 
tion, each of his men would digest food sufficient for six, even 
in this latitude. Respiration and assimilation are in propor- 
tion, other things being equal, or in other words, we can digest 
food in proportion to our respiration. 

‘Another consideration to induce to effort for a full develop- 
ment of the chest is that we can support an amount of disease 
of the lungs, without inconvenience, that would destroy life if 
located in a small chest. If the disease is chronic, as tuber- 
cular diseases generally are, we can allow half of our lungs to 
become involved before the system would suffer ; and this state 
of the parts I have seen in the cadaver of sailors dying with 
some acute form of disease. This fact, the size of the chest 
and the dimensions of the lungs, fully accounts for some of our 
failures in treating phthisis. We have all of us undoubtedly 
had patients that appeared to improve under treatment until 
their cough and expectoration subsided, and we entertained 
strong hopes of their recovery ; but one symptom was not in 
accordance with the improvement in the cough and exputa. 
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The patients did not gain strength and flesh as the other 
symptoms subsided. After a longer or shorter period they 
began to fail again, and this time without any hope of amelio- 
ration. So that there may be cases in which every particle of 
disease of the lungs might be cured, and yet the patient will 
as surely die as if he were limited to an allowance of food not 
sufficient to support life. He dies in a proportional time as 
the lungs fall short of sustaining life by performing their func- 
tions. We hear the poor spoken of as starving for want of 
food, but never as starving for the want of air. The latter is 
as certain as the former, and were the immediate suffering as 
great, we should hear a louder complaint from the want of air 
than the want of food. To cure a case like those referred to, 
we must increase the volume of lungs, or all our treatment will 
be ultimately abortive. That this can be done is as evident as 
that we can increase the volume of the muscles of the arm by 
exercise ; and I have seen, repeatedly, a cough subside, when 
it was evidently owing to tubercle, without any medication, 
and where there was emaciation, with cough and general mus- 
cular weakness, together with the evidences as manifested by 
auscultation and percussion, existing in a person whose ante- 
eedents proved a strong hereditary tendency to tubercular 
deposit. In such eases I have seen them recover with an 
apparent removal of all the tubercular deposit. From an 
experience of this kind, extending through a period of thir- 
teen years, of private practice, during which time I did 
not have one patient, in the families under my care, from 
phthisis; and this was in a community where the tendency 
to this disease was equal to other parts of the Northern States. 
This fact is more conclusive to my mind than a few cases of 
of recovery, where the physical signs indicated phthisis, for the 
period of time leaves no doubt that during it there would have 
been among these families many deaths from this cause. Were 
I treating of phthisis, I could relate many instances to cor- 
roborate these statements. I will, however, cite one, under 
treatment by special exercise, for lateral curvature. Some 


sixteen years since, a physician put under my care his sister-in- 


law, for lateral curvature of the spine. She had congh, emaci- 
ation, palpitation of the heart, and was so feeble as to be under 
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the necessity of resting in going up stairs. She happened to 
be weighed the day before she commenced treatment. I ought 
to remark that her brother-in-law thought her in consumption, 
and that she would not live but a few months. I put her upon 
a system of exercise such as will be hereafter described. She 
was very faithful, and made it her enéire business, as much so as 
though she had been laboring for wages. 

Her appetite, which before had been feeble, immediately 
began to improve, until it became enormous, so much so that 
nothing eatable was refused because it did not please the 
palate. In fourteen days she gained ten pounds; in four 
months twenty-eight, when she stopped her exercise entirely, 
having gradually diminished it from the first few weeks to 
this time. Her cough, palpitation, &c., all left her, and her 
chest was, by her measure, four inches larger in circumference 
than before, and when compared with her small face, actually 
looked abnormal. Her lungs have never troubled her since. 

This case illustrates the effect of this, mode of exercise in 
enlarging the chest, and consequently the lungs, also the inti- 
mate connection between the quantity of inspired air and the 
amount of food digested and assimilated. This case was more 
marked in its results because the cause producing them was 
greater, for she made it her entire business for some weeks, as 
though her life depended upon it, and the effect was in the 
same proportion. Although it may appear preposterous, and 
apparently exhibit the exaggerated views of an enthusiast. yet 
it is my firm conviction that seven-eighths of all those inherit- 
ing a predisposition to phthisis may be saved by developing the 
chest to its full capacity in early life. 

Our systems, or rather, 1 should say, the individual exer- 
cises that are generally recommended by the profession, as 
well as others, remind me of our phraseology in reference to 
our houses and our bodies. We speak of keeping the cold out 
of our houses, of keeping the cold from our bodies, &c., when, 
in both instances, our effort should be to keep the heat in our 
houses and about our persons. In many, in fact all of the 
exercises, with the exception of a few practised at the gymna- 
siums, are upon this principle, and these are instituted for the 


purpose of variety, and without any philosophical idea of how 
they affect the chest. 
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The majority of these exercises oblige the athlete to draw 
his breath and fix the chest while the effort is being made ; 
now this is precisely what we dq not wish. The process 
should be such as to leave free the diaphragm, the intercostal 
muscles, and all those muscles that are connected with the ribs 
and are inserted into the scapula or humerus, and should not be 


fixed, while exercising to enlarge the chest. In using the arm 


as a motive power, we are obliged to fix the chest. in order to 
exert the full force of the muscles upon it, as otherwise the 
muscles would contract between two movable points, and 
would loose a portion of their power upon the arm. Again, 
there is a fixed connection in this mode of action, (the fixed 
chest and the use of the arm,) in the sympathy of the nervous 
system. If we take, for instance, a strip of rubber, that. with 
a full inspiration, we can stretch it to the full extent of our 
arms, and attempt it with an empty chest, or the air expelled, 
we shall at once feel, when we make the effort, that we have 
lost the greater portion of our power ; there is that feeling of 
impotence peculiar to the loss of nervous influence. It is 
evident, then, that there are many things that we can do in the 
way of exercise, that do not exert any direct, specific influence 
to mechanically enlarge the chest. They may do good to a 
person of sedentary habits, as a general exercise for the whole 
body, but not for the peculiar purpose of increasing the size of 
the chest. It should be kept in mind that the muscles that go 
to the scapula and head of the humerus are all muscles of 
voluntary respiration, and, when used for this purpose, contract 
in the opposite direction from their action when used to operate 
the arm. When used as in voluntary respiration, their effort 
is to act upon and expand the chest to a degree that the 
involuntary muscles are incapable of. In this action the inter- 
costal muscles and the diaphragm, the muscles arising from the 
spine, and the crest of the ilium and inserted into the ribs, are 
not exerted to confine them, as in the use of the arm, but perfectly 
relaxed, that the chest may be expanded to its fullest extent. 
This is the sympathetic action, as in respiration. The shoulder 
is fixed, and all the muscles attached to it, and connected with 
the ribs and sternum, act from the shoulder, because their 
object is to lift the ribs and expand the chest, These muscles 
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have two sets of nerves, and can be acted upon both ways. 
The usual mode is for the use of the arm. In this case the 
opposite point of insertion «must be fixed ; but when they are 
used to increase respiration, the shoulder is fixed, and the parts 
to which the other end is attached, are movable, viz., the ribs 
and sternum. This changeable action of these muscles, making 
either end the fixed point, lies at the foundation of all efforts 
for developing the chest. 

A tin whistle, or a silver tube, may accomplish something 
towards dilating air cells, but the retaining of air in the lungs 
after it has performed its office, certainly cannot be beneficial, 
and, at all events, must be a great drawback upon any advan- 
tage that might accrue from the compression of the air in the 
lungs, by the contraction of the chest. Besides, if we can 
produce all the pressure with pure air, that it is probably safe 
to attempt, and without any of the disadvantages arising from 
the other process, it deserves the preference; for when we 
effect a vacuum in the chest, by raising the ribs, &c., as in the 
act of inspiration, we leave the air cells exposed to the whole 
pressure of the atmosphere, which amounts to about fifteen 
pounds to the square inch, quite sufficient, one would think, for 
all practicable purposes, in dilating the air cells. If the mode 
to which allusion has been made, by retaining the air in the 
chest, under pressure by muscular effort, is equally powerful, 
yet there would be serious objections, on the ground that 
respiration is impeded during the process, whereas in the way 
I propose, the pressure is exerted by pure air, while at the same 
time the lungs are receiving an extra quantity, and are in no 

yay impeded in discharging it ; so that the difference upon the 
system might well be compared, in the one case, to the stomach 
retaining a quantity of undigested food, while, in the other, it 
not only took a larger quantity, but perfectly digested it. The 
one deranges the system, while the other nourishes it. 

In the plan I propose for enlarging the chest, the hands are 
made the fixed point, and all the muscles that are used in 
voluntary respiration contract, as in performing that function ; 
consequently, as I have before stated, the chest is left free to 
expand, according to the amount of force excited by these 
muscles. .fny exercise upon this principle, serves to enlarge 
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the chest. The principle is involved in the act of climbing, in 
swinging by the hands, drawing one’s self up by the hands, &e. 
—any exercise, in fact, in which we sustain more or less of the 
weight of the body by the hands. 

Youth is the best period for permanently increasing the 
relative size of the thorax. Yet there is no period, perhaps, 
when perseverance would not accomplish much. In all per- 
sons possessing a tendency to tuberculosis, it should be prac- 
tised as a matter of business, and for some months. An occa- 
sional effort, for a few minutes, will not secure the object ; but 
any one who will devote one hour or more each day to it, will 
find himself fully repaid for all his toil, by the increased 
vitality and vigor of his system, enabling him to enjoy life 
with a new zest. 


823 Broadway. 


Selections from Favorite Prescriptions of Living American Prac- 
titioners. (Continued.) By Horace Green, M.D. 


Excitants and Alteratives. 


In the therapeutical classification of medicinal agents, by Dr. 
Thomson, iodine and its compounds are arranged under the head 


of excitants. 

Uncombined, iodine is a powerful excitant, stimulating the 
tissues of the organs and accelerating their action. In some 
of its combinations, it acts with much energy upon the capillary 
and secretory systems, combined with mercury it is a most value 
able alterative, and in combination with potassium it not only 
stimulates the whole of the glandular system, but acts in a 
special manner upon the kidneys. It is Dr. Clark’s opinion, 
that the action of iodine upon the animal economy resembles in 
a great degree that of mercury. In some respects the thera- 
peutical effects of these two remedies may be similar. The 
action of the tissues of the organs is accelerated, and the ex- 
cretory system is promoted, it is true, by both remedies, but 
not in the same degree. Paleness, or blanching, is frequently 
produced by a course of mercury, an effect which has been 
ascribed to the diminished number of red globules of the blood ; 
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whilst on the other hand, an increased nutrition of the body, 
or embonpoint, is the frequent result of the employment of 
iodine. 

We have found no other general remedy, to compare, in its 
beneficial effects, with that of iodine and its compounds in the 
commencement of the treatment of follicular, and other diseases 
of the air-passages. 

In uncomplicated folliculitis of the pharyngo-laryngeal mem- 
brane, the administration of the following mixture, conjoined 
with the topical applications of a solution of the crystals of 
nitrate of silver, to the diseased membrane, will in most cases 
effect a speedy cure : 

R Potass. Todid. 5ij 
Tinct. Rhei. 3i 
Syrr. Sarsa. co. 
Aqui font. aa. 5ij 
Fiat misturee, cujus sumatur cochl. parv. mane ac nocte. 

In chronic bronchitis, whether idiopathic, or consequent upon 
follicular disease, we have derived great advantage from the 
use of the subjoined preparation : 

R Decoc. Polygale 5v 
Potass. Iodid. 5iij 
Tr. Opii Camphor. 3j 
Syrupi. Tolutan. 5ij 
Fiat misturee. Capiat Cochleare parvum bis in die. 

Although the constitutional effects of iodide of potassium are 
very analogous to those of iodine, yet it may be given in larger 
doses, and for a longer period, without producing disorder of 
the system, than the free iodine. When indications of a scrof- 


ulous diathesis are present, in any case, it will be preferable, 
and will prove more efficacious, to exhibit the two preparations 


in combination : 
R Todini pure. gr.vj 
Potass. Iodid. 3iss 
Tinet. Cardamon. 3i 
Syr. Sarsa. co. 3iij 
Fiat misture. Exhibe cochl. parv. bis terve in die. 


In the treatment of asthma, particularly when this disease 
is consequent upon, or is complicated with, bronchial inflamma- 
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tion, we have found the iodide of potassium, conjoined with the 


use of /obelia, and decoc. Polygale prove greatly beneficial. 


R Potass. Todid. 5ij 
Decoc- Polygale 3iv 
Tinct. Lobelix 
Opii Camphor, aa. 3i 
Fiat mist. capiat. cochl parv. bis terve in die. 

The iodides, which are formed by the combination of iodine 
and mercury, are valuable medicinal agents. 

The protiodide of mercury, and the biniodide are the prepa- 
tions ordinarily used in the treatment of disease. But for sev- 
eral years we have been accustomed to use a combination of 
the protiodide of mercury, with the iodide of potassium, by 
which combination a double salt, a hydrargyro-iodide of po- 
tassium is formed, a remedy which in our experience has proved 
altogether the best alterative we have ever employed : 


R Proto. Jodid. Hydrarg. gr. iij 


Potass. Todid. 5ij 

Tinct. Rhei. 5i 

Syr. Sarsa : co. Siij 
Fiat misture, et date cochl. parv. bis in die. 

We desire to call particular attention to this compound, be- 
cause of the striking advantages we have obtained from its use 
in the treatment of disease. Administered in the early stage of 
tuberculosis, or in cases of obstinate and long-continued folli- 
cular laryngitis, with ulcerations of the epiglottis, or within 
the larynx, this medicine, as a general remedy, has proved more 
efficient, in our experience, than any other single agent in the 
Materia Medica. In secondary, or constitutional syphilis, it 
will be found an invaluable remedy. Under its administration, 
the syphilitic, ulcerated throat will quickly assume a more 
healthy appearance; and, ordinarily, will heal rapidly, when 
appropriate topical measures are conjoined. We generally 
commence the treatment of such cases, by administering the 
following combinations 

R Potass. Iodid. 5ij 
Proto lodid. Hydrarg. — gr.ijss 
Tinct. Gentiane 
Syr. Sarsa: co. aa 5ij 
Misce. Sumantur cochlearia parv. bis terve in die. 
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The apothecary will sometimes object to the above combina- 
tions, because a decomposition is effected—the protiodide of 
mercury being converted, by the iodide of potassium, into the 
biniodide, and metallic mercury. But it is well known to chem- 
ists, that these different iodides will unite together in different 
proportions, by which those compounds, which Berzelius terms 
double iodides, are formed. The biniodide thus formed in the 
above solution, immediately unites with a portion of the iodide 
of potassium, in solution, and a double salt—the Hydrargyro 
Iodide of Potassium, is the result. 

Our experience in the employment of this therapeutic agent 
has been extensive, and we have found it more efficacious, in 
the treatment of disease, in a fourfold degree, than the use of 
either the protiodide or the biniodide alone. 


PROCEEDINGS OF SOCIETIES. 


Ninth Annual Session of the American Medical Association 


The Association met at Firemen’s Hall, on Tuesday, May 6th, at 
eleven o’clock, A. M., and was called to order by the President, Dr. 
G. B. Wood, of Pennsylvania. Dr. D. Tilden, of Ohio, Vice-Presi- 
dent, occupied a seat upon the platform. Dr. William Brodie, of 
Detroit, Secretary. 

Dr. Pitcher, of Michigan, in behalf of the Committee of Arrange- 
ments, said :— 


Mr. Presipent—In the name of the Physicians of Michigan, who 
are here represented by delegates from their State, District, and 
more local societies, we welcome the members of the Medical Asso- 
ciation to the State and city of our adoption. 

As children who have wandered from the family altar, to improve 
their fortunes in new and distant lands, would meet with bounding 
hearts the patriarch of their early home, so we, whose lot has been 
cast in the forests of the West, now greet with kind emotions the 
delegates from the old colonial States, hallowed in our memories by 
their revolutionary associations, honored for the elegance and dura- 
bility of their seats of learning, and cherished as the home or the 
birthplace of many of the most brilliant and highly-cultivated intel- 
lects in our national domain. 

With a fraternal attachment no less ardent, we receive the mem- 
bers coming from those other States of the confederacy, which, like 
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our own, have a position among the stars of the Union, but by the 
accident of birth are excluded from a place among the stripes of our 
national escutcheon. 

And to our brethren who are here, by invitation, from the British 
Provinces in America, with whom, from a common ancestry, we have 
derived, by inheritance, our best and earliest ideas of civil liberty, 
much of our literature, and many of the practical precepts which 
regulate our art, we offer a like and cordial reception. 

Although actively engaged in the battle of life, and earnestly 
struggling to overcome the obstacles which, in an undeveloped coun- 
try, lie in the way of professional success, we have striven, like the 
devoted Parsee, to keep alive the fire which, in our youth, we kindled 
at the altars of those Magi who now come—not like the wise men of 
the East, under the guidance of a new risen star, by acts of devotion 
to celebrate the advent of a Messiah—but to receive from us, on this 
ground, from which the foot-prints of the savage have scarcely been 
erased by the plough-share of the white man, where the echoes of the 
boat-song of the lively Gascon may still be heard between the strokes 
of the paddle-wheel and the whistlings of the locomotive, the tokens 
of a sincere friendship, the acknowledgment of a legitimate paternity, 
and the homage due from filial and grateful hearts, 

The student of our political history is well aware that, under the 
pressure of exterior force, we have been compelled, on five different 
occasions, to change our national colors, but never to abjure the faith 
of our political sires ;—so now we intend steadfastly to stand by the 
true in medicine, under all the forms of temptation, as we will, under 
all the phases of political fanaticism, defend the ark of the covenant 
of our political fathers. 

We pray that the meetings of this Association, though purely 
scientific in its aim, may be so conducted as to become instrumental 
in promoting these great ends. 

Again, gentlemen, we bid you, from whatever land, or State, or 
section of the country you may have come, in the name of common 
brotherhood in science, a warm and cordial welcome. 


The roll was then called by Dr. Wister, of Pennsylvania. 
On motion of Dr. Thomson, of Delaware, a recess of fifteen 
minutes was taken, to allow the delegates from the respective States 


to report one member from each State represented, as a committee 


to nominate officers for the ensuing year. 

At the expiration of the recess, the Association was called to 
order, and the different State delegations then reported their choice, 
respectively, of delegate to serve on the. nominating committee, 
which was constituted as follows :— 

Maine—N. P. Monroe ; New Hampshire—H. Peirce ; Vermont— 
C. L. Allen ; Massachusetts—H. H. Childs ; Rhode Island—J. E. 
Warren ; Connecticut—David Harrison ; New York—William Rock- 
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well ; New Jersey—L. A. Smith ; Pennsylvanta—John Neill ; Dela- 
ware—J. W. Thomson ; Maryland--P. Wroth ; South Carolina 
KE. Geddings ; TVennessee—J. B. Lindsley; Aentucky—W. 8. Sutton ; 
Minnesota—C. W. Le Boutillier ; Michigan—M. Guun ; Ohio— 
Thomas W. Gordon ; Jndiana—Dr. Winton ; Jilincis—H. Noble ; 
Wisconsin—W. H. Brisbane. 


After the Nominating Committee had retired, Dr. Pitcher, of 
Michigan, from the Committee of Arrangements, submitted the fol- 
lowing report : 


In conformity to the domestic and social usages of the place of 
meeting, the Committee have to suggest that the sessions of the As- 
sociation take place in accordance with the following plan, and that 
they commence and terminate each day at the hours designated 
therein : 

Tuesday—Morning session begins at 9 A. M. and ends at half-past 
12 M. Afternoon session begins at 2 P. M. and ends at 5 P. M. 

Wednesday—Morning session begins at 9 A. M. and ends at half- 
past 12 M. Afternoon no session. 

Thursday—Morning session begins at 9 A. M. and ends at half- 
past 12 M. Afternoon session begins at 2 and endsa 5 P. M. 

Friday—Morning session begins at 9 o’clock A. M. 

This arrangement of the hours of meeting and adjournment con- 
forms, also, to the suggestions contained in the resolutions of Dr. N. 
S. Davis, of Illinois, and which were, on his motion, referred to this 
Committee for their consideration by a vote of the Association. Re- 
gard for the mover of the resolutions, aud the authority of the body 
by which they were submitted to us, requires from the Committee a 
respectful reply. Your Committee, in view of the existing state of 
our professional literature, feel reluctant to advise a departure from 
the present mode of laboring to promote a higher degree of culture in 
those preparing to become members of the medical profession, and to 
establish in those already engaged in its duties a habit of recording 
the results of their observations. They think that the effects of such 
a change as is contemplated in the resolutions of Professor Davis, 
and the more amplified expression of his idea, contained in the d- 
dress of the then President, Dr. Pope, of Missouri, delivered at Phil- 
adelphia, in 1855, can be easily forseen. To a few who are gifted 
with colloquial powers, and to others who have undergone the dis- 
cipline required to fit them for public debate, the interest of the meet- 
ings conducted upon the plan proposed in the resolutions would be 
greatly increased, but as the great body of the Association would, 
voluntarily, it is true, be excluded from participation in these exer- 
cises, the enthusiasm which now characterizes our anniversaries would 
subside, and with it the professional esprit du corps which has been 
already developed through the instrumentality of the Association. 
We presume that the objects for which this organization was effected 
have not been lost sight of by the majority of its members. Neither 
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can it be pretended that those purposes have been so far accomplish- 
ed as to justify us in laying it aside, or of diverting it from its original 
design. 

Your Committee feel that the profession has no right to rail at the 
public for misappreciation of it, so long as we continue to admit men 
into its folds destitute of that knowledge, both in nature and degree, 
necessary to make a decent appearance in general society, or to fit a 
man for the more ordinary and less responsible pursuits of life. From 
the early records of the Association it appears that this convietion, on 
the part of the profession in the United States connected with the 
design of reforming, in certain particulars, the medical schools of our 
country, led to its organization in 1847, and until its misson in both 
respects has been accomplished, the Committee would reluctantly re- 
commend the adoption of any measure tending in their judgment to 
divert it from the design of its creation. Thus far the influence of the 
Association has gradually extended itself into the rank and file of the 
profession. It has increased the number of writers, given an impulse 
to the medical mind, and encouraged a useful and laborious class, 
gratified to observe and willing to submit their observations to the 
public, because they can be incorporated into the body of the trans- 
actions without being subjected to a sifting criticism. It is true, that 
in this way, articles have been printed that did not always enure to 
the credit of the Association, but at the same time, and by that 
means, motion and fertility have been given to minds that would have 
lain faliow and unproductive, which the dread of the conspicuity be- 
longing to a mental gymnasium would have driven into deeper obscur- 
ity. ‘The Committee, however, whilst they would resist any tendency 
to radicalism in their own opinions, cannot dismiss the subject with- 
out expressing their belief that, in order to secure the objects of our 
organization, it is as necessary to increase the breadth and depth of 
its base as to elevate the shaft desigued to spring from it, for without 
such preparation, the superstructure, however beautiful in aspect, 
would be of transient duration. 

Having arranged the hours for meeting and adjourning, so as to 


place it in the power of the Association to adopt or reject, without 
inconvenience, the proposition of Dr. Davis, the Committee respect- 
fully ask to be excused for submitting a distinct proposition on the 
subject. By order of the Committee of Arrangements, 

Z. Pircuer, Chairman. 


The report was accepted. 

The President announced the death of the eminent Dr. John C. 
Warren, of Boston, Mass., in that city, on Sunday morning. 

Dr. Childs, of Mass., felt compelled to say,a few words in this con- 
nection. He had been associated with the deceased for more than 
half a century, and should feel that he had been derelict of duty if he 
neglected to speak in his laudation. Dr. Warren was the nephew of 
Joseph Warren, who fell gloriously at the battle of Bunker Hill. He 
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was at the head of his profession in Massachusetts—had been Pres- 
ident of the State Medical Society, and occupant of other elevated 
medical positions. His professional reputation was spotless. His fame 
was not confined to Massachusetts. Though devoted to. medical 
science, he was not limited to that alone, but paid attention to every 
branch of literature and art. If young members of the profession 
would be useful and eminent, they should follow the example of Dr. 
John C. Warren. To the older, the speaker would point out Dr. 
W.’s moral character as an exampler. 

Dr. Gross, of Kentucky, made some remarks eulogistic of the de- 
ceased. He alluded to his high reputation—a reputation, he observ- 
ed, not confined to America, but extending to every corner of the 
civilized world. Dr. Warren was the Nestor of American surgery. 
Dr. G. concluded by offering the following : 

Resolved, That a Committee of five be appointed to draft resolu- 
tions expressive of the feelings of this Association at the loss of their 
late associate, Dr. John C. ‘Warren. 

The resolution was adopted, and the President appointed as such 
Committee, Dr. Gross of Kentucky, Dr. Childs of Massachusetts, Dr. 
J. R. Wood of New York, Dr. Pitcher of Michigan, and Dr. Ged- 
dings of South Carolina. 

On motion, the Association adjourned to 2 P. M. 

AFTERNOON SESSION. 

The Secretary read a letter from Dr. Grafton Tyler, of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, one of the Vice-Presidents, expressing his regret 
at not being able to attend this Convention. 

He also read an invitation to this Association from .the Tennessee 
Medical Society, and also from individual physicians of Nashville, 
tending the hospitalities of that city, and the use of the Legisla- 
tive Hall, for the sessions of the Association, to hold its next meet- 
ing at that city. Referred to the committee on nominations. 

The committee on nominations reported that they had chosen the 
following officers, for the ensuing year :— 

President—Zina Pitcher, of Detroit. Vice-Presidents—T. W. 
Blatchford, New York; W.H. Boling, Alabama; E. Geddings, 
South Carolina; and W. H. Brisbane, Wisconsin Secretaries— 
William Brodie, Michigan, and W. C. Foster, Tennessee. ‘Treasurer 
—Caspar Wister, Pennsylvania. Confirmed. 

Dr. George B. Wood, of Pennsylvania, on retiring from the chair, 
said’ :-— 

GentLemen : Custom demands that your President should do 
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something more than assure you of his coéperation and good wishes 
when leaving behind him this post of honor. Before quitting it, 
there, I desire to say a few parting words, which shall assure you 
of my gratitude, and I also deem this a fitting occasion to note the 
condition and prospects of this Society. 

First, let us glance at the past, that we may the better look for- 
ward to the future. Have the high aims and noble designs of the 
Society been achieved? Have its objects been heeded and rigorously 
pursued? Have its annual gatherings been encouraged, and the 
utmost of good wrought by them, or have they been fruitless and of 
no avail? Have they passed like a phantom ship, leaving no track 
nor trace in their way, and been forgotten? Happily no one has 
the power truthfully to answer in the negative. True, not all that 
was proposed has been done. It started off under almost insuperable 
obstacles, and in striving suddenly to overcome its opponents, hoped 
against the possible. Finding too heavy a task before it, it fell back 
to humbler aims. But nothing was lost ; its progress has been 
steady, and its bread is cast upon the waters, to be found after many 
days. It is not necessary to appeal to the ponderous volumes of its 
transactions to show its advance. There is much chaff in those 
volumes, as in every book save one, but there we also find much that 
is good. Seed has been scattered, and will spring up and grow into 
usefulness. Its meetings have aroused agitation, and agitation 
purifies and renders available what before was crude and useless, 
The medical mind, prior to the organization of this Association, was 
in a state of mental inertia. There was danger that the profession 
would sink into a mere business. The great struggle in medical 
schoois was to obtain scholars, and in the practice to procure 
patients. Quackery loomed up and almost obscured the bounds which 
separate the true from the false. The lines of demarcation were 
imperfectiy drawn, and for a time there was doubt which would gain 
the ascendency. But this Association rose, and a new spirit was 
awakened. No sooner had its flag been given to the breeze, than 
thousands hastened to join the standard in a crusade against 
quackery. 

The great masses of society were moved, and hundreds upon hun- 
dreds came forth, ready to assist in revivifying the waning spirit of 
the profession. The opposition was stroig, but its clamors were 
drowned in the ery of onward! onward! It seemed as if the pro- 
fessional millenium had come. But its steadily advancing steps need 
not be traced, they are familiar to you all. Whatever temporary 
arrangements could have been made, were of no avail. We have 
had ‘“ paper republics, thick as Autumn leaves that strew the brooks 
of Vallambrosa,” and none have stood the test of years. The same 
has been true in lesser associations. From the past, this Association 
has discovered the rocks and quicksands upon which others have 
been wrecked, and is content to follow those forms which have been 
crowned with success. Who has lived not to see it, during its brief 
existence, increase slowly but irresistibly? It has regulated and 


27 





418 PROCEEDINGS OF SOCIETIES. [Jone, 


combined all systems to plant itself upon a firm basis, and the 
greatest bond of its union and durability, is its adoption of a code of 
medical ethics, which has been sanctioned by the voice of wisdom 
and experience. Should any one find themselves cherishing repug- 
nance to this code, were it not best to inquire whether it does not 
spring from himself rather than from anything in that code. Which 
is most likely to be true, the popular voice sanctioned by experience, 
or the individual opinion unsustained ? Modesty would induce the 
man to own that the repugnance is an offspring of his own heart. I 
have no doubt but that code will conduce to the harmony and pros- 
perity of this Association, and I would recommend that it be placed 
in the hands of every student, and that he regulate his conduct and 
educate his heart by its precepts. Indeed, it is almost indispensable 
that it be placed within the reach of every member, or of those 
desiring to follow the profession. I do believe that the young physi- 
cian going forth to his labors, by wearing this egis, will be preserved 
from evil. 

Medical societies are perfect types of medical practice and experi- 
ence. They have had weight in our national councils in determining 
the rank of surgeons in the navy, and upon one occasion its voice 
was heard in Congress, upon a petition for a copyright law between 
England and the United States, and if ever that law is passed, this 
Association will have contributed much towards that result. 

There is another view of this Association, which I desire to notice. 
Isolation from each other renders man selfish and unjust to his fel- 
lows. ie is naturally gregarious, and was born to grow up. Each 
comes here for relaxation, and turns kis silver lining to the sun, and 
becomes a genial companion, reaping rich lessons of experience and 
courtesy, which better fit him for the discharge of his duties. The 
parting memories of these assemblies serve as cords to bind him to 
the profession, and counteract the prejudices of the political system. 

Having thus hastily scanned the past, let us glance briefly at the 
future. Experience should teach us that great objects are not 
attained by sweeping changes, but that their results are gained point 
by point. This is all important in the pursuit of science and public 
good. It is important to the profession that a higher qualification 
be demanded. Of course no coercion can be adopted, but it is 
impossible that intelligent men should not respect a recommendation 
of this character, coming from so high a source. There should be 
something more than a nominal examination to entitle the student to 
enroll himself among the medical profession. This can only be ac- 
complished by slow steps, until, as the water wears away the rock, 
this requirement wears its way to the conscience of the masses. We 
must carefully avoid every appearance of violence. Opinion once 
conciliated is a point already advanced, which followed up, the Asso- 
ciation may yet see its aims and objects crowned with success. Pur- 
suing one undeviating course, we shall yet rejoice in the most glorious 
results. 

We must maintain the standard of morality set down, and adhere 
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to the line of demarcation between the regular and the irregular 
practice, without controversy or contention. To wage war upon 
quackery, is what most delights it. We may explain our position to 
friends, demonstrate the fallacy of their reasonings, and expose 
imposture and humbug, but with quacks hold no arguments. With 
the presumed advantages of their practice, they have attempted our 
disgrace. They call us allopathists, because we seek to produce a 
condition of the system opposite to that of the disease, while they 
propose cures by giving like for like. Homeopathists graciously 
concede cures effected by our practice, but still deny the correctness 
of our theory. It must be left to tiie masses to decide between the 
systems. The genuine homeopathist lets the disease alone, and nature 
recovers herself. He prepares neatly dressed medicines, which are 
more palatable to the delicate than more powerful agents, and praises 
the wonderful antidote only because the patient does not die. We 
profess intelligence and knowledge of the cure of disease wherever it 
may be found. ‘Ihis is the light which the medical profession pre- 
sents to the public, and we are pledged upon our honors before it to 
use every means to increase our knowledge and skill. This we must 
do as honest men, intent on performing our duty. We may discard 
the false epithet, allopathists, as a discourtesy to practitioners of a 
great art, who claim to be gentlemen. 

The efficiency of the profession is increased by persevering in the 
improvement of the science of medicine. The offering of prizes for 
essays, the completing of our proceedings and other like inducements 
to the ambitious are alike useful and worthy of attention. The more 
we improve ourselves the better able shall we be to perform our duty 
to the public. We are called upon constantly to watch and to give 
up our best efforts to preserve the good health of the community, and 
may not relax a single effort so long as there is aught left to do. 

You are aware that the ravages of the small-pox in many of our 
cities, have been unaccountable. and yet it is positively believed that 
vaccination and re-vaccination is a perfect preventive. The profes- 
sion and the public have been too careless and the most fearless re- 
sults have ensued. It is your duty to warn the public and put them 
on the side of safety. Many perhaps allow self-interest to come in 
as a caution to keep them from their patients while it would be more 
to their interest to attend upon a practical case. Perhaps I am un- 
just to the profession. But it has happened to me to attend upon 
numerous cases of small-pox and not a case within my knowledge 
ever occurred where re-vaccination had been performed. It is highly 
important that the public were aroused to the importance of this sub- 
ject and that it be laid before every legislature, that a law may be 
enacted to compel safety. 

I must close by begging an excuse for the length of my remarks, 
but when man gives free rein to the tide of his thoughts, it is not 
easy to say, “thus far shalt thou go and no farther.” I thank you 
most cordially for your attention and hope that the affairs of this 
convention may go on so harmoniously that you will look back to 
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this meeting in Detroit, with genial memory, and ever be proud that 
you have assisted in its deliberations. 


At the cenclusion of the address, on motion of Dr. Atlee, of Pa., 


Resolved, That the thanks of the Association be presented to our 
late President for the able and interesting parting address he has just 
delivered, and that he be requested to present to the Committee of 
Publication a copy, for preservation in our transactions. 


On motion of Dr. Atlee, of Pa., 

Resolved, That 1 Committee of three be appointed to inform the 
President and Vice Presidents elect of their election, and conduct 
them to their seats. 

The President appointed, as such Commiftee, Drs. Atlee, of Pa., 
Reeves, of Ohio, and Sutton, of Ky. 

Upon taking the chair, Dr. Pitcher said : 

Although fully aware of my indebtedness, for this distinction, to 
your observance of a custom equivalent in force to positive law of 
selecting your presiding officer, in each successive year, from the 
State in which the meeting of the Association is held, I feel myself 
more honored by your partiality, than if I had received the same 
mark of respect from any other body of men known to the annals of 
our country. 

This sentiment of regard for thg body towards which I know hold, 
by this act of yours, so delicate and interesting a relation, has been 
inspired by a contemplation of the ideal of the physician, and strength- 
ened by my growing acquaintance with the individuals which com- 
pose it. 

Being unaccustomed to presiding in deliberative assemblies, I shall 
throw myself upon the indulgence of the Association, and rely upon 
the kindness and intelligent coéperation of the individual members 
for assistance, in performing the duties of the chair. 

Whilst thinking you must cordially for this expression of confidence, 
I can only assure you that such abilities as I possess shall be devoted 
to the prosperity of the Association and the harmony of its proceed- 
ings. 

On motion of Dr. Gunn, of Mich., 

Resolved, That the resolution passed at St. Louis, requiring a ma- 
jority of the Committee on Publication to be appointed from residents 
of the place where the meeting is held, be repealed. 

Dr. Phelps, of N. Y., offered the following : 

Whereas, The pleasure and satisfaction of attending the delibera- 
tions of this Association would be greatly enhanced, the duties of the 
secretaries and reporters facilitated, and order at the same time 
secured, by the observance of two things, to wit: first, that the audi- 
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ence be put in possession of the name and residence of the speaker ; 
and, secondly, that they be enabled distinctly to hear what he hus to 
say ; therefore, <ul 

Resolved, That no one be permitted to address the Association, 
except he shall have first given his name and residence, which shall be 
disinctly announced from the chair, and the member be required to go 
forward and speak from tae stand, and not more than ten minutes at 
one time. 


A motion to lay on the table was lost. The resolution was then 
adopted. 

At the request of Dr. Gross, of Ky., his report upon “ The Causes 
that Retard Medical Education and Literature,” was made the specia] 
order for Wednesday at 10 o’clock. 

Dr. Palmer, of Iil., from the Committee on Prize Essays and Vol- 


unteer Communications, submitted the following : 


“The Committee on Prize Essays and Volunteer Communications” 
report, that some months since they issued a card, which was exten- 
sively published in the medical journals, setting forth the terms upon 
which essays intended for prizes would be received ; but that the 
number of papers presented has been but four. 

By referring to the past records of the Association, it is found that 
the numbers received by preceding Committees have been, in 1852, 


sixteen ; in 1853, fifteen ; in 1854, nine ; in 1855, six ; and in 1856, 
four. Your Committee beg Jeave to call attention to this almost 
regular and quite rapid decrease in the number of essays presented, 
for the purpose of having the Association consider whether there be 
not danger that the number which may hereafter be furnished will be 
so small as to afford insufficient range of comparison and choice to 
cause the preference shown to be much valued, if, indeed, presenta- 
tions do not cease altogether, and whether any means should be 
devised for preventing such a result. 

The essays received by your Committee have been subjected to a 
careful examination ; and while admitting that they all possess a de- 
gree of merit which would render them suggestive and useful, if given 
to the profession, still, in their opinion, but one manifests that evidence 
of careful and laborious investigation, that wide scope and rigid 
accuracy of logical reasoning, that chasteness of expression and artis- 
tic skill in the presentation of the subject, as to furnish sufficient claim 
for awarding a prize hy this body. 

But one prize is therefore awarded. The essay selected for this 
honor bears the titlh—‘“‘An Essay on the Arterial Circulation.” 

It is regarded by the committee as possessing the merits just allu- 
ded to, and while not wishing to give an unqualified endorsement of 
all the views which it contains, they regard it as possessing not only 
interest in its physiological and scientific relations, but also real value 
in its pathological and practical bearings. 
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The production has considerable length, and by the fullness with 
which the views advanced,are discussed, it partakes as much of the 
nature of a treatise as an essay. It has at least one quality which 
Lord Bacon considered necessary to a treatise, as distinguished from 
an essay,—it required a degree of leisure on the part of the writer, 
and will require the same on the part of the reader for him fully to 
appreciate its value. 

The essay bears the motto—‘ Una est Veritas.” 

[Signed } A. B. Patmer, Chairman, 
Samuet Denton, 
Stras H. Dove.ass, 
Ap’ Sacer, 
KE. ANpDREws. 

On breaking the seal of the accompanying packet, Dr. Henry 
Hartshorn, of Philadelphia, Pa., was found to be the successful es- 
sayist. 

The report was accepted. 


Dr. Blatchford, of N. Y., from the committee on ‘‘ Hydrophobia, 
and the connection of the Season of the Year with its Prevalence,” 
read a report thereon. The committee, in conclusion, submitted the 
following resolution, which was adopted : 

Resolved, That the Secretary transmit to the Governor of each 
State a copy of the statistical part of this report, with the respectful 
request that he would bring the subject before the Legislature of the 
State over which he presides, that in their wisdom they may devise 
and unite upon a plan by which the evil may be mitigated, if not re- 
moved. 

The Committee on Nominations reported in favor of holding the 
next annual meeting of the Association at Nashville, Tenn. 

Dr. Gross, of Ky., moved to strike out ‘“ Nashville, Tenn.,” and 
insert ‘‘ Louisville, Ky.” He thought Nashville at present difficult 
of access. 

Dr. Geddings, of 8. C., and Lindsley, of Tenn, advocated the 
adoption of the report. 

Dr. Gross withdrew his amendment and the report was adopted. 


Dr. Wister, of Pa., from the Committee on Publication, made the 
annual report. It states that the first copies of the transactions of 
the last session of the Association were issued on the 10th of Novem- 
ber, 1855 ; that 1,100 copies were printed ; that the aggregate ex- 
pense of printing, illustrating, and binding was $1,922 70 ; that the 
distribution of the volume was effected, in every possible instance, by 
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Atlee of Pa., W. Brodie of Mich., C. B. Gibson of Richmond, E. L. 
Beadle of N. Y., H. W. Dessaussure of S. C., C. A. Pope of Mo., 
express ; that Drs. C. Hooker of Ct., Alden March of Albany, J. L. 
D. H. Storer of Mass., T. G. Richardson of Ky., J. Moran of R. L., 
T. Miller of D. C., F. E. B. Hintze of Md., L. P. Bush of Del., Z. 
Pitcher of Mich., and J. B. Lindsley of Tennessee, have rendered 
essential service to the Association—some in procuring subscription 
to the volume, and all by cordial coéperation in its distribution ; 
that it is important to secure efficient codperation in every State by 
the appointment of gentlemen whose duty it shall be to aid in pro- 
curing subscriptions for and circulating the transactions ; that Con- 
necticut is especially to be commended for her services in this partic- 
ular; that not a little embarrassment was experienced by the com- 
mittee in restoring to the list of permanent members the names of 
those who had been left off by order of the Association for non-pay- 
ment of assessments ; that they had endeavored, however, by careful 
comparison of the various lists, to supply all omissions; that the 
committee had been reluctantly obliged to omit from the transactions 
two valuable reports on epidemic diseases—by Dr. L. H. Anderson, 
of Ala., and Dr. E. D. Fenner, of New Orleans,—but, as they had 
not been presented to the Association, and acted on by that body, 
there was no other alternative ; that the following resolution, passed 
at the last session, should be strictly enforced : 


Resolved, That, hereafter, beginning with the session of 1856, no 
report, or other paper, shall be entitled to publication in the volume 
for the year in which it shall be presented to the Association, unless 
it be placed in the hands of the Committee of Publication on or be- 
fore June Ist. 


The report further states that the number of volumes of transac- 
tions now remaining on hand is as follows: of Vol. I. 41, of Vol. IT. 
9, of Vol. IIL. 32, of Vol. 1V. 7, of Vol. V. 316, of Vol. VI. 66, of 
Vol. VIL. 120, of Vol. VIII. 351 ; that some of the leading journals 
abroad have expressed a strong desire to complete their sets, and it 
rests with the Association to determine whether the missing numbers 
shall be supplied ; that, as only seven complete sets of the transac- 
tions are now in the possession of the Association, the committee re- 
commend that no copy of either of the eight volumes which is neces- 
sary to the complete sets now remaining shall be disposed of separ- 
ately,or with any number of volumes short of a complete set. 


Dr. Atlee, of Pa., made some remarks upon the report, in the 
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course of which he stated that the Smithsonian Institution had been 
offered as a permanent place of session for the Association. He 
concluded by moving that the Committee on Publication preserve five 
complete sets of the proceedings. Carried. 

Dr. Wood, of Philadelphia, moved to refer the nomination of 
standing committee to the Committees on Nominations. Carried. 

The same gentleman made a request, in behalf of Dr. Hamilton, 
that the committee, of which Dr. H. is chairman, may be continued 
for another year, it not being prepared to report at present. 
Granted. 

Dr. Breckenridge, of Ky., stated that the Committee on Medical 
Literature was ready to report. 

The President suggested that the reading of the report follow that 
of the report of Dr. Gross, which had been made the special order 
for Wednesday, at 10 A. M. 

Dr. Palmer, of Chicago, stated that the Committee on Plan of Or- 
ganization for State and County Medical Societies was ready to 
report. 

Dr. Pomeroy, of N. Y., moved to reconsider the resolution requir- 
ing a member, when speaking, to stand upon the platform, and not to 
occupy more than ten minutes in his remarks. Lost. 

Dr. Smith, of N. J., moved that that portion of the resolution 
requiring members, when speaking, to take the stand, be rescinded. 
Carried. 

Dr. Atlee, of Pa., moved to refer the prize essay of Dr. Hartshorn 
on Arterial Circulat «n, and the report of Dr. Blatchford on Hydro- 
phobia, to the Comu...tee on Publication. Carried. 

Dr. Wister, of Pa., the Treasurer, read his annual report. It 
recommends that the Treasurer be requested, at an early date 
after the adjournment of the present meeting, to address a circular 
to each permanent member, announcing the abrogation of the 
resolution of 1854—making a yearly subscription to the transac- 
tions obligatory—and the consequent restoration to membership of 
all those dropped from the published list of that year,—advertising, 
also, the practicability of procuring back numbers of the transac- 
tions, with information as to the cost at which the series of volumes 


may be rendered complete, or an entire set furnished by the Associa- 


tion. 
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The account of the Treasurer with the Association is as follows : 


DR. 

To cash paid Dr. John L. Atlee, of committee on Washington Monu- 

ment Stone, - - - - - $ 
To cash paid: C. B. Norton, for perterage and packing Vol. VIL, in 

New York, - - - - - 
To cash paid J. D. Trask, for Prize E ssay, - - - 
To cash paid for Postage of Secretary, - i és 
To cash paid D. C. Baxter, for Engravings of V ol. VIil., - 
To cash paid for Pestage of Chairman of Publication Committee, 
To cash paid Thos. Sinclair & Co., for lithographs for Vol. VIIL, 
To cash paid T. R.& P.G. Collins for printing and binding 1,100 copies 

of Vol VIIL., - 
To cash paid T. R. & P. G. Collins for binding 25 copies of V ol. v1. 

and pri inting notices, - 
To cash paid H. Barnes for di stribution of Vv ol. V IIL, and services as 

clerk, - - - - - - 
To cash paid T. R. & P. G. Collins for printing notices, ‘ 
To cash paid Blanchard & Lea for freight, pattern, boxes, &c., for 

Vol. VIIL, - - - - 84 § 
To cash paid for pum ge, envelopes, s, and stationery of Treasurer, 6 § 
To balance, : - : - 950 5 


$3.584 26 


CR. 
By cash received from Dr. Isaac Wood, being the balance in the Treas- 
ury April 30th, 185 i - - * $1,015 
By cash received from Dr. Isaac Wood, being the bs ilance in the Treas- 
ury of Prize Essay i und, April 30th, 1855, - 
By cash received from assessment and the sale of Transac tions, 
By cash received from Dr. E. L. Beadle for the sale of Transactions, 
By cash received from Dr. Wm. Brodie for do. - 
By cash received from Dr. A. March for do. - - 
By cash received from Messrs. Blanchard & Lea for do. 2 50 
By cash received from Dr. Charles Hooker for do. 
$3,584 26 
The correctness of this account is certified to by the proper Com- 
mittee. 
The report was accepted, and referred to the Committee on Publi- 
cation. 
Dr. McNulty, of the New York Academy of Medicine, offered a 
resolution, that a Committee of one from each State be appointed by 
the Committee on Nominations, to prepare, and report to the Associ- 


ation during the present session, an address to the people of the 
United States, setting forth the strong claims the medical profession 


have on their respect, gratitude, and confidence. 

Dr. Mc Nulty explained the purpose for which he offered the reso- 
lution. Many people, he said, had a prejudice against the medical 
profession for holding to the dignities of their calling, and entertained 
the idea that the science of medicine was a collection of absurdities 
and superstitions. He wanted to show clearly that this is not the 
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fact, and, in this view, he thought the address proposed would have a 
beneficial effect. 

Dr. Kittredge moved to amend the resolution by making it read 
that every member of the Association should take the stump and de- 
fend the canse. 

After a few other remarks the resolution was withdrawn. 

A gentleman whose name we did not learn, stated that Dr. Wood, 
of New York, who was then in the meeting, had lately performed an 
operation in an extraordinary case,—removing a jaw-bone,—and 
moved that a time be appointed for the Association to examine the 
part extirpated. 

Dr. Wood said he had not with him the article spoken of by the 
preceding speaker, but would lay it on the desk of the President this 
morning. 

The President read a communication from Dr. Stewart, chairman 
of the committee appointed last year to consider the subjeet of ex- 
tending the lectures of each chair in medica! schools over a period of 
two years, stating that the views of medical institutions had as yet 
been imperfectly ascertained, and asking a continuance of the Com- 
mittee. Granted. 

Dr. Watson, of N. Y., moved that the Committee on Epidemics 
meet immediately after the adjournment. Agreed to. 

The President read an invitation to the Association to attend the 
the session of the American Association for the Advancement of 
Science, at Albany, in August next,—at which time, also, the Dudley 
Observatory will be inaugurated, and an address delivered by Hon. 
Edward Everett. The invitation was accepted. 

The Association then adjourned. 


Wepnespay, May 7. 


The Association was called to order by the President, at nine 
o’clock. 

The minutes were read, corrected, and approved. 

Dr. Wister, of Pennsylvania, read the list of delegates who had 
registered their names since the last report. 

The Secretary read communications from the following gentlemen, 
asking an extension of time in which to report upon the subjects 
named :— 

Dr. A. J. Semmes, of New York—“ Coroners’ Inquests.” 


Dr. J. Taylor Bradford, of Kentucky—‘ Treatment of Cholera.” 
Dr. D. M. Reese, of New York—* Infant Mortality.” 
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Dr. E. R. Peaslee, of Maine—“ Inflammation, &c.” 

Dr. J. W. Corson, of New York—‘“ The Causes of the Impulse of 
the Heart, and the Agencies which Influence it in Health and Dis- 
ease.” 

Dr. Mark Stephenson, of New York—“ The Treatment Best 
Adapted to Each Variety of Cataract, with the Method of Opera- 
tion, Place of Election, Time, Age, &c.” 

Dr. Beech, of Michigan—“ Medical Topography, and Epidemics.” 

Dr. J. C. Hutchinson, of New York—“ The Anatomy and His- 
ology of the Cervix Uteri.” 

Referred to Committee on Nominations. 

The Secretary announced that he had received the following reso- 
lution, adopted at the last meeting of the New York State Medical 
Society :— 

Resolved, That the Members of the American Medical Associa- 
tion be invited to attend the semi-centennial celebration of this 
society, which will occur on the first Tuesday of February, 1857. 

The invitation was accepted. 

The Secretary read the following communication, dated April T, 
1856, from the Secretary of the Ohio State Medical Society :— 

Sm: At the annual meeting of this society, held in June last, at 
Zanesville, Ohio, the following resolutions were adopted, and I was 
directed to furnish you with a copy of the same :— 

Resolved, That the resolution offered by Dr. Grant, (a member of 
this society, but not at this or at that time a practitioner of medi- 
cine, but a lawyer,) at the last session of this society, viz.: ‘ That it 
is not derogatory to medical dignity, or inconsistent with medical 
honor, for medical gentlemen to take out a patent right for surgical 
or mechanical instruments,” was offered at a time when many mem- 
bers had left for their homes, and'is not, therefore, the sense of the 
society. 

Resolved, That the said resolution is in direct opposition to the 
code of medical ethics adopted by this society ; and, therefore, be it 
further 

Resolved, That said resolution, offered by Dr. Grant, and adopted 
by the society, be and is hereby rescinded. 

The communication was ordered to be placed upon the minutes. 


The Secretary read a communication from Dr. Hamilton, of Buf- 
falo, N. Y., transmitting the second part of a report upon Deformi- 
ties after Fracture and Dislocations, and asking for a correction of 
the minutes of last session in regard thereto. Dr. Hamilton also 

sked that he be permitted to incorporate, in a volume upon the sub- 
ject he is preparing for publication, that portion of the report already 
published by the Association. 
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On motion of Dr. Brodie, of Michigan, the minutes were amended. 

Dr. Atlee, of Pennsylvania, offered a resolution that the request of 
Dr. Hamilton, in regard to the publication of the report, be granted. 

Dr. Lindsley, of Tennessee, opposed the resolution. A similar 
request was denied at the session of the Association held at St. 
Louis. 

Dr. Palmer, of Tilinois, moved to refer the matter to a special 
committee. Carried. 

The President appointed as such committee, Drs. Palmer, of Illinois, 
Atlee, of Pennsylvania, and Hills, of Ohio. 

Dr. Gunn, of Michigan, moved that those gentleman from Canada, 
who are here by general invitation, be admitted in a body, and be 
requested to take seats on the platform during this morning’s session. 
Carried. 

The following gentlemen complied with the invitation :— 

Dr. E. M. Hodder, F.R.S. Eng., Prof. of Mjdwifery and Diseases 
of Children, Trinity College, Toronto. 

Dr. J. H. Richardson, M.R.C.S. Eng., Examiner in Anatomy, 
University of Toronto. 

Dr. Norman Bethune, M.R.C.S. Eng., Prof. of Anatomy, Trinity 
College, Toronto, C. W. 

Dr. Worthy Haswell, M.R.C. of Surgery, England. 

Dr. A. K. Dewson, College of Physicians and Surgeons, New 
York, Licentiate of the Province of the Canadas. 

Dr. George Coatsworth, Medical Department, University of Buf- 
falo, Licentiate of Province of the Canadas. 

Dr. John Tarquand, Woodstock, C. W. 


Tn receiving them upon the platform, the President, Dr. Pitcher, 
said he was happy to be the instrument of celebrating the nuptials 
by which we effect a scientific reunion of the two members of the 
Anglo-Saxon race, which have so long been separated by the political 
relations, having their origin in the separation of the American colo- 


nies from the English crown. 

Dr. Hodder gratefully acknowledged the honor of so cordial a 
welcome from so noble an Association. He deeply regretted that 
there was not such an association in Canada, for, having for some 
years been cognizant of its workings, he was fully assured that good 
to individuals and to the public would certainly result. 

Dr. Sutton, of Kentucky, offered a resolution, that 1,000 copies 
of the address of the late President, Dr. Wood, be published. 
Adopted. 
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On motion of Dr. J. B. Lindsley, of Tennessee, 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed by the Chair, to 
prepare a suitable minute in reference to the death of our late Secre- 
tary, Dr. P. C. Gooch, of Richmond, Va., who fell a martyr, while 
contending with the pestilence in Norfolk, in 1855. 


The President appointed as such committee, Drs. Lindsley, of 
Tennessee, Thomson, of Delaware, and Mendenhall, of Ohio. 

Dr. Gross, of Kentucky, from committee appointed the day pre- 
vious, reported the following preamble and resolutions, relative to the 
death of Dr. J. C. Warren, of Boston :— 


Whereas, It has pleased Almighty God to remove from the scene 
of his earthly labors our late fellow-member, Dr. John C. Warren, of 
Boston, formerly President of this Association, and for many years 
Professor of Anatomy and Surgery in Harvard University ; 

And Whereas, It is just and proper that, when a great and good 
man dies, his memory should be cherished by his fellow-citizens, and 
transmitted unimpaired to posterity, for the encouragement of future 
ages ; therefore, 

Resolved, That this Association has learned with profound regret 
the news of an event which has deprived the American medical pro- 
fession of one of its oldest, most useful, and most illustrious members 
—American surgery of one of its greatest ornaments—science of one 
of its best friends—and humanity of one of its noblest benefactors. 

Resolved, That the life of Dr. John C. Warren affords an example 
of a man who, notwithstanding the possession of ample riches, de- 
voted himself, heart and soul, for upwards of half a century, to the 
cultivation and advancement of his profession, and to the good of the 
human race. 

Resolved, That this Association deeply sympathizes with the family 
of Dr. Warren in their bereavement, and that the Secretary be re- 
quested to transmit to then a copy of these proceedings. 


The preamble and resolutions were adopted and referred to the 


Committee on Publication. 

Dr. Gross, of Ky., read a report on ‘The Causes which Impede 
the Progress of American Literature.” In conclusion, he submitted 
the following resolutions : 

Resolved, That this Association earnestly and respectfully recom- 
mends : Ist. The universal adoption, whenever practicable, by our 
schools, of American works, as text-books for our pupils. 2d. The 
discontinuance of the practice of editing foreign writings. 3d. A 
more independent course of the medical periodical press towards for- 
eign productions, and a more liberal one towards American ; and, 
4th. A better and more efficient employment of the facts which are 
continually furnished by our publie institutions, for the elucidation of 
the nature of diseases and accidents, and, indirectly, for the formation 
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of an original, a vigorous, and an independent national medical 
literature. 

Resolved, That we venerate the writings of the great medical men, 
past and present, of our country, and that we consider them as an 
important element of our national medical literature. 

Resolved, That we shall always hail with pleasure any useful or val- 
uable work emanating from the European press, and that we shall 
always extend to them a cordial welcome, as books of reference, to 
acquaint us with the progress of legitimate medicine abroad, and to 
enlighten us in regard to any new facts of which they may be reposi- 
tories. 

Dr. Phelps, of New York, moved that the report and resolutions, 
as a whole, be adopted. 

At the suggestion of a member, the question was divided. The 
report was adopted. 

Upon the reading of the first resolution, a member proposed to 
substitute “just” for “liberal” in line 6. Dr. Gross accepted the 


amendment 
Dr. Palmer, of Ill., wished to understand the meaning of the word 


“practicable,” as employed in the resolution (line 2). If it meant 
that an inferior work by an American author was to be used in our 
medical schools, in preference to a superior one, treating of the same 
subject, by a foreign author, he was decidedly opposed to the resolu- 


tion. If, when the American work is equal or superior to the for- 
eign one, it is to be used, then he had no objection. He alluded to 
works by eminent English and French authors. 

Dr. Gross explained. One of the works alluded to by Dr. P. 
must of necessity be used in our medical institutions of learning, as 
there is no work by an American author on the same subject. For- 
eign works should be used as books of reference, and American books, 


” 


“when practicable,” as text books, 

Dr. Yandel, of Ky., moved that the resolutions be made the special 
order for Thursday morning. Lost. 

Dr. Cobb, of N. Y., was opposed to the resolutions. If adopted 
and sent out to the world, they savor too much of Know-Nothingism 
to make them palatable. [Sensation. } 

Dr. Leide, of Pa., was in favor of leaving to teachers of medicine 
the selection of their own text books. 

Dr. Davis understood there was another report touching upon the 
subject—that upon “American Medical Literature,” by Dr. Brecken- 
ridge, of Ky. He moved to lay the resolutions upon the table until 
that report was read. Carried. 
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The Secretary read a communication from Dr. P. A. Jewett, of 
New Haven, stating that he had sent two biographical sketches, one 
of Geo. Summer, the other of Dr. M. W. Willson, of Conn., and that 
other sketches were in preparation, and would be laid before the As- 
sociation as soon as possible. Adopted, and referred for publication. 

Dr. R. Breckenbridge, of Ky., reported on American Medical 
Literature, in which he noticed briefly the latest publications, com- 


pared the advantages of medical research in Europe to those enjoyed 
here, and designated the method by which Americans could be made 
to cope with European Medical Literature. It was a voluminous re- 
port, and was received with marked approbation. Accepted, and 
referred for publication. 

The hour for adjournment having arrived, the Association ad- 
journed to Thursday, 9 A. M. 

Turspay, May 8th—Mornine Session. 

The Association was called to order by the President at 9 o’clock. 

The minutes of previous meetings were read, and Dr. Hooper mov- 
ed to amend the minutes by striking out so much as related to the 
resolutions of Dr. Gross. Carried. 

The Secretary then read the following communications : 

From P. Worth, of Maryland, from committee to report on Medi- 
cal Topography and Epidemics, asked further time. Referred to 
Committee on Nominations. 

From E. 8. Lemoin, of St. Louis, transmitting "the acknowledg- 
ment of the Secretary of the Medical Association of Paris, of the re- 
ceipt of this: Association’s transactions. Placed on file. 

From D. D. Thompson, of Ky., from the Committee on Remedial 
effects of Chloroform, asking time. Referred to Nominating Com- 
mittee. 

From the Secretary of the Michigan Agricultural Society, trans- 
mitting 25 copies of its transactions for 1853, and 25 copies for 1854, 

Dr. Brodie moved a vote of thanks, and that one copy be sent to 
the Medical Society of each State. Carried. 

On motion, Dr. Maggugin, of Iowa, was appointed a member from 
that State of the Committee on Nominations. 

On motion of Dr. Atlee, of Pa., 

Resolved, That the President shall be authorized annually to ap- 
point delegates to represent this Association, at the meetings of the 
British Association, the American Medical Society of Paris, and 
such other scientific bodies in Europe as may be affiliated with us. 
Adopted. 
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Dr. Gliick, of New York, offered the following : 

Whereas, During the present year a medical congress is to be held 
in Europe ; therefore, 

Resolved, That the American Medical Association send to that 
congress four delegates, representing the four sections of the Union. 


’ 


Dr. Davis, of Ill., thought it might be necessary and proper to 
send a greater number than four. He moved to lay the resolution on 
the table. Carried. 

Dr. Clendenin offered the following : 

Resolved, 'That a Committee of one be apppointed, for a period of 
three years, with instructions to report progress at each annual meet- 
ing of this Society, to investigate the etiology and pathology of epidemie 
cholera, and that said Committee be allowed to add any other mem- 
bers to the same which they think may be necessary to further the 
objects of the appointment. 

On motion, referred to the Committee on Nominations. 

On motion of Dr. Mendenhall, of Ohio. 

Resolved, That the Secretary be instructed to strike the name of 
©. H. Cleveland from the list of permanent members of this Associ- 
ation. 

On motion of Dr. Atlee, of Pa., 


Resolved, That the name of James R. McClintock be stricken from 
the list of permanent members. 


These expelled members were accused by the movers of the resolu- 
tions of having retrograded into quackery. 
On motion of Dr. Bissell, of New York. 


Resolved, That this Association has learned with deep regret of the 
death of one of its members, Dr. Theodore Romeyn Beck, of Albany, 
N. Y., whose whole life has been devoted to the attainment and 
promotion of medicine and general science, and that we do hereby 
express our high appreciation of the excellences of his character, dis- 
tinguished by its simplicity, integrity, and firmness of purpose, and by 
the extent and variety of his acquirements in medical as well as in 
almost every other department of science. 

Resolved, That the above resolution be referred to the Committee 
to procure memorials of the eminent and worthy dead, and that they 
be requested to procure a memoir of the late Dr. Beck, to be publish- 
ed in the transactions of the Association. 


Dr. Bloodgood, of Ill., offered the following : 


Resolved, That the constitution of this Association be so amended 
as that hereafter the President shall be elected by ballot, and shall 
not be resident of the State in which he is elected. 


On motion of Dr. Watson, of N. Y., laid on the table. 
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Dr. Wister, of Pa., offered the following, which was adopted. 

Resolved, That the invitation to gentlemen of the medical profes- 
sion of Canada, extended to them by the American Medical Associa- 
tion at. its session in Philadelphia, be renewed for the meeting at 
Nashville, Tenn.; and that this Association may be safe from the in- 
‘troduction of unsuitable persons, it is recommended that gentlemen 
presenting themselves from the Province of Canada should be pro- 
vided with a letter of introduction to this Association from one of 
the following gentlemen: Drs. Tarquand, A. Scott, Woodstock, 
Canada; Drs. Hodder, Bethune, Richardson, Bonnell, Haswell, 
Widmer, Beaumont, Herrick, of Toronto; Drs. O’Reilly, Craiggie, 
Duggan, of Hamilton ; Dr. Sampson, of Kingston. 

Dr. Phelps, of New York, offered the following : 

Whereas, It has pleased an All Wise, but Inscrutable Providence, 
to visit the city of Norfolk, Va., and vicinity, with a desolating pes- 
tilence, equal, or surpassing, any recorded in ancient or modern times, 
and by which, in a few weeks, forty physicians, either residents or 
those from abroad, who had promptly rushed to -the rescue, among 
the number of whom was our late Secretary and associate, Dr. Gooch, 
of Richmond—had been swept away, therefore, 

Resolved, That such an instance of signal and unflinching devotion 
to the cause of science and of humanity demands at the hands of this 
national association a passing expression of their high admiration of 
this, another memorable instance of the unparalleled sacrifices of the 
profession to the interests of the healing art and of the race. 

Resolved, That this minute be incorporated in our transactions. 
Adopted. 

On motion of Dr. Palmer, of IIl., the Rt. Rev. 8. A. MeCoskry, 
Episcopal Bishop of the Diocese, was invited to a seat upon the 
platform. 

The like courtesy was extended to Dr. Mussey, formerly President 
of the Association. 

Dr. Stocker, of Pa., offered the following amendments to the con- 
stitution : 

Amend article 3 so that it shall read: ‘“ Article 3. The regular 
meetings of the Association shall be held annually, aud commence 
on the first Tuesday of May. The Association shall meet biennially 
in the city of . The place of meeting for the intermediate year 
shall be determined by a vote of the Association.” 

Amend article 4 by providing for one permanent and two assistant 
secretaries, and also specifying the duties, &c:, of each. 

Laid on the table under the rale. 

Dr. Dorsey, of Ohio, offered the following : 

Resolved, That in May, 1858, and every third year thereafter, this 

98 
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Association meet at Washington city, and that the present officers 
be requested to correspond with the Board of Managers of the 
Smithsonian Institute, in regard to furnishing necessary rooms for 
the keeping of the Archives of the Association. 

Laid on the table under the rule 


On motion of Dr. Sheets, 

Resolved, That it is derogatory to the dignity of the medical pro- 
fession to notice the works of irregular practitiouers in our medical 
periodicals. 

Dr. Frost, of S. C., objected to the introduction of resolutions, 
He thought it irregular. Reports were in order. 

Dr. Davis, of Ill, moved that reports be made the special order. 
Carried. 

Dr. Watson, of N. Y., moved to reconsider the last vote, in order 
to take up the resolutions attached to the report of Dr. Gross, of 
Ky. 
Carried. 

The resolutions were taken up. The question being upon the 


upon the “ Causes which Retard American Medical Literature.” 


’ 


adoption. 

Dr. Gross read extracts from his report, explained the intent of 
the resolutions, insisted upon their necessity, and advocated their 
adoption. 

Dr. Davis, of Illinois, was opposed to adopting any report. 
There were now before the Association two reports, (the one by Dr. 
Gross, of Kentucky, and one by Dr. Breckenridge, of Kentucky, ) 
presenting directly adverse views. He thought both should be ac- 
cepted and referred to the proper committee—nothing more. 

Dr. Breckenridge, of Kentucky, said the point at issue is—whether 
the Association will favor the sectionalism or the universality of 
of medicine. If Dr. Gross’ report and resolutions are adopted, we 
decided in favor of the former. 

Dr. Cobb, of New York, foresaw the difficulty that would arise in 
adopting Dr. Gross’ report the day previous. 

Dr. Watson, of New York, moved to reconsider the vote by which 
the report was adopted. Carried. 

He then moved that the report be accepted. Carried. 

On motion of Dr. Atlee, of Pennsylvania, the report and resolu- 
tions of Dr. Gross, and the report of Dr. Breckeuridge, upon 
““ American Medical Literature,” were referred to the Committee on 
Publications. 

Dr. Palmer, of Illinois, from special committee to which was 
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referred the communication of Dr. Hamilton, reported the following 
resolution, which was adopted :— 

Resolved, That leave be granted to Dr. F. H. Hamilton to make 
use of the materials of his report on ‘‘ Deformities after Fractures,” 
which is in course of publication by this association, in his anticipated 
work upon “ Fractures and Dislocations.” 

Dr. A. B. Palmer, Professor in the Michigan University, from the 
Committee on Plans of Organization for State and County Medical 
Societies, presented a lengthened and able report, containing numer- 
ous useful suggestions, with outlines for the proper organization of 
local societies, and a series of resolutions in accordance with the 
views enforced in the report. Accepted, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Publication. 

On motion, the resolutions were temporarily laid on the table for 
further action by the Convention. 

Dr. Davis, of Illinois, chairman of special committee, reported on 
“The Changes in the Composition and Properties of the Milk cf the 
Human Female, Produced by Menstruation and Pregnancy,” in a 
paper containing numerous valuable details of much interest to the 
profession and the public, obtained by careful examination and com- 
parison, and showing conclusively the ill effects of lactation, especially 
during the latter of the periods referred to. Accepted, and referred 
to Committee on Publication. 

Dr. Charles O. Chandler, of Missouri, who was to report on 
“Malignant Periodic Fevers,” submitted, as a substitute, through 
Secretary Brodie, a paper on “Sulphate of Cinchona,” which was 
received as a “voluntary contribution,” and referred to a special 
comunittee. 

Dr. Johnson, of Chicago, asked further time to report on “ Excre- 
tions, &c.” Referred to Committee on Nominations, 

Dr. J. M. Newman, of Buffalo, from Committee on “the Sanitary 


Police of Cities,” presented an elaborate report, embracing details o¢ 


the various estimated causes of disease in cities, as compared with 


rural localities, together with numerous valuable statistics of mor- 
tality in the largest cities of Europe and the Union, of which the 
Doctor, at the request of the Association, gave a brief, verbal 
abstract. The report evidently embodies a vast mass of useful infor- 
mation, with deductions from it that city life is inimical to health and 
longevity, and argumeuts enforcing the urgent necessity for ameliora- 


ting the sanitary condition of the populous localities of cities and 
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large towns. Of diseases arising from impure air and insufficient 
ventilation, classed under the term “zymotic,” the report stated that, 
in 1850, forty per cent. of all the deaths in the various cities were of 
that nature. The report also embodied details of the loss of life 
from cholera, smali pox, &c., giving startling expositions of danger 
from these sources, and recommends the enactment of laws for com- 
pulsory ventilation and cleanliness, as well as for vaccination, &c 
Accepted, and referred to Committee on Publication. 
Adjourned to 2 P. M. 
AFTERNOON SESSION, 

The Association met at 2 o’clock. 

Dr. Frost, of Charleston, 8. C., offered the following resolution 
which was adopted : 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Association are due to the re- 
tiring officers, for the zealous and efficient manner in which their 
duties have been performed ; to our late President, for the courtesy 
and ability with which he has presided over our deliberations ; to all 
the officers, for their attention to the laborious duties of their sta- 
tions—not excepting our Committee on Publication, to whom we 
must feel indebted for the satisfactory form in which the volume of 
the transactions appears. 

Dr. A. J. Fuller, of Maine, chairman of the Committee on the 
Best Treatment of Cholera Infantum, read a report thereon, in which 
he stated that the pathology of the disease was little understood, and 
that physicians should interchange views on the subject. 

The report was accepted, and referred to the Committee on Publi- 
cation. 

Dr. Green, of New York, chairman of the Committee on the Use 
and Effects of Application of Nitrate of Silver to the Throat, read 
a report thereon. He asserted that great benefits had been derived 
from topical medication in thoracic diseases—tuberculosis, bronchitis, 
&c. The report was accepted, and referred to the Committee on 
Publication. . 

Dr. Flint, of Louisville, chairman of the Committee on the Best 
Mode of Rendering the Medical Patronage of the National Govern 
ment Tributary to the Honor and Improvement of the Profession, 


read a report thereon. He denounced the granting of patents by 
the United States government to “ quack medicines,” stating, how- 
ever, that it appears, from a letter written by the present Commis- 
sioner of Patents, that the practice of the Office has been to dis- 
courage such a use of its functions, and that, during the past fifteen 
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years, but four or five such patents nave been granted, although 
from twenty to thirty applications therefor have been made per year. 
The credit of sanitary improvements, Dr. Flint said, were not due to 
individuals, but to medical science. Such improvements are never 
discoveries or revelations, but inductions. The United States 
government should aid the great cause of medical science, by making 
appropriations for the publication of the Transactions of the National 
Association, and by paying prizes for the best essays on subjects 
selected by that Association. The report was accepted, and referred 
to the Committee on Publication. 


The Committee on Nominations made the following report :— 


The Nominating Committee beg leave to make the following re- 
port :— 

For Chairman of Special Committees for 1857 : 

Dr. E. R. Peaslee, of Brunswick, Me., on Inflammation, its 
Pathology, and its Relatiun to the Recuperative Process. 

Dr. J. C. Hutchison, of Brooklyn, N. Y., and Charles E. Isaacs, 
of New York city, on the Anatomy and Histology of the Cervix 
Uteri. 

Dr. J. Taylor Bradford, of Augusta, Ky., on the Treatment of 
Cholera. 

Dr. Mark Stephenson, of N. Y., on the Treatment Best Adapted 
to Each Variety of Cataract, with the Method of Operation, Place 
of Election, Time, Age, &e. 

Dr. J. W. Corson, of N. Y., on the Causes of the Impulse of the 
Heart, and the Agencies which Influence it in Health and Disease. 

Dr. D. Meredith Reese, of N. Y., on the Causes of Infant Mor- 
tality in Large Cities, the Source of its Increase, and the Means for 
its Diminution. 

Dr. J. Foster Jenkins, of Yonkers, N. Y., on Spontaneous Umbil- 
ical Hemorrhage of the Newly Born. 

Dr. Henry Carpenter, of Lancaster, Pa., on the Use of Instru- 
ments in Obstetrical Practice. 

Dr. Alex. J. Semmes, of Washington, D. C., on the Measures to 
be Adopted to Remedy the Evils Existing in the Present Mode of 
Holding Coroners’ Inquests. 

Dr. J. Marion Sims, of New York city, on the Treatment of the 
Results of Obstructed Labor. 

Dr. J. B. Flint, of Louisville, Ky., on the True Position and Value 
of Operative Surgery as a Therapeutic Agent. 

Dr. G. Volney Dorsey, of Piqua, Ohio, on the Causes and Cure of 
Indigestion, especially in Relation to the Therapeutic Indications to 
be derived from the Chemical Composition of the Deposits in the 
Urine. 

Dr. C. B. Coventry, of Utica, N. Y., on the Medical Jurisprudence 
of Insanity, and the Testimony of Skilled Witnesses in Courts of 
Justice. 
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Dr. Jos. Leidy, of Philadelphia, Pa., on Human, Animal, and 
Vegetable Parasites. 

Dr. M. D. Darnall, of Bainbridge, Ind., on the Value of a Strict 
Attention to Position in the Treatment of Diseases of the Abdomen. 

Dr. George Sutton, of Aurora, Ind., on Milk Sickness. 

Dr. Clark J. Pease, of Janesville, Wis., on the Blending and Con- 
version of the Types of Fever. 

Dr. B. S. Woodsworth, of Fort Wayne, Ind., on the Best Substi- 
tute for Cinchona and its Preparations in the Treatment of Intermit- 
tent Fever and Malarious Neuralgia. 

Dr. Franklin Hinkle, of Marietta, Pa., on the Use of Cinchona in 
Malarious Diseases. 

Dr. Henry V. Campbell, of Augusta, Ga., on the Nervous System 
in Febrile Diseases. 

Dr. John Neill, of Philadelphia, Penn., on the Laws Governing 
the Deposit of Bone. 

Dr John W. Greene, of N. Y. city, on the Intimate Effects of 
Certain Toxicological Agents in the Animal Tissues and Fluids. 

Dr. George Suckley, U.S. A., on the Medical Topography and 
Fauna of Washington Territory. 

Dr. Jas. Cooper, of Hoboken, N. J., on the Flora of Washington 
and Oregon Territories. 

Dr. Chas. E. Isaacs, of N. Y., on the Intimate Struc and the 
Pathology of the Kidney. 

Dr. Israel Moses, of New York city, on the Diseases Incidental 
to Europeans from Temperate Climates in their Transition through 
Central America. 

Dr. T. W. Gordon, of Georgetown, Brown County, Ohio, on 
the Etiology and Pathology of Epidemic Cholera, to be continued 
three years, and with power to add any other members. 

Dr. H. A. Johnson, of Chicago, on the Excretions as an Index to 
the Organic Changes going on in the System. 

Dr. D. D. Thomson, of Louisville, on the Remedial Effects of 
Chloroform. 

Sranpinc Commitrees.— Committee on Publication—Drs. Francis G. 
Smith, of Pa., Chairman ; Caspar Wister, of Pa.; Samuel L. Hol- 
lingsworth, of Pa.; Samuel Lewis, of Pa.; H. F. Askew, of Del. ; 
Wn. Brodie, of Mich.; R. C. Foster, of Tenn. 

Committee on Prize Essays—Drs. Wm. K. Bowling, of Tenn., 
Chairman ; E. B. Haskins, of Tenn.; Thomas Lipscomb, of Tenn. ; 
A. H. Buchanan, of Tenn. ; B. W. Avent, of Tenn. ; W. A. Cheat- 
ham, of Tenn. ; Paul F. Eve, of Tenn. 

Committee oj’ Arrangements—Drs. C. K. Winston, of Tenn., Chair- 
man; Ira Conwell, of Tenn. ; William D. Haggart, of Tenn. ; J. L. 
C. Johnson, of Tenn.; F. A. Ramsay, of Tenn. ; Geo. Grant, of 
Tenn. ; J. B. Lindsley, of Tenn. 

To fill vacancies in the Committee on Medical Topography and 
Epidemics : 


New Hampshire—Dr. F. P. Fitch, of Amherst. 
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Californa—Dr. Robert Murray, of Fort Miller. 

To fill vacancies in the Committee upon a Uniform System of 
Registration of Marriages, Births, and Deaths : 

Vermont—Dr. Adrian T. Woodward, of Castleton. 

Connecticut—Dr. Wm. B. Casey, of Middletown. 

Virginia—Dr. R. W. Haxall, of Richmond. 

California—Dr. Arthur R. Stout, of San Francisco. 

They recommend the continuance of the “Committee to Procure 
Memorials of the Eminent and Worthy Dead,” and that the report, 
as far as prepared, be referred to the Committee on Publication. 

Sranpinc Commirrers.—On Medical Education—Drs. E. BE. Ged 
dings, of S. C., Chairman ; C. W. Le Boutillier, of Minnesota; @. 
F. Mitchell, of Ohio ; 8. W. Clanton, of Ala. ; 8S. W. Butler, of N. J. 

On Medical Literature--Drs. R. Hills, of Ohio, Chairman ; D. W. 
Yandell, of Ky.; R. R. Porter, of Del.; H. A. Johnson, of IIL. ; 
Charles E. Swan, of Maine. 

The President stated that Dr. Anderson, of Ala., Chairman of 
Committee on Medical Education, had sent in his report. It was 
accepted and referred to the Committee on Publication. 

A report from Dr. Worth, of Md., on the Medical Topography 
and Epidemics of the Eastern Shore of Maryland, was accepted and 
referred to the Committee on Publication. 

A report from Dr. Cain, of 8. C., on the Epidemic of Yellow 
Fever in Charleston in 1854, was accepted and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Publication. 

A report from Dr. Fenner, of La., on the Medical Topography 
and Epidemics of Louisiana, was accepted and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Publication. 

Secretary Brodie stated that he had received a letter from Dr. Dil- 
lard, U.S. N., appointed on the Committee on Medical Topography 
and Epidemics, saying that he could not act, in consequence of hav- 


ing received no appointment as delegate to the Association from the 


Surgeon General. 

Dr. Gunn, of Michigan, said three communications had been handed 
to the Committee of Arrangements by the Secretaries, which they 
(the Committee) had not time to examine. He asked that a special 
committee be appointed to report on volunteer communications. 


Dr. Palmer, of Ill., offered the following, which was adopted : 
’ , : } 


Resolved, That the volunteer communications in the hands of the 
Committee of Arrangements be referred, with all other such com- 
munications, to a special committee, to be appointed by the Chair, 
residing at the place of publicatioti of the transactions ; and if, in 
their judgment, the papers are worthy, they be referred by them to 
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the Committee on Publication, to gé into the transactions of the 
Association. 

The President appointed as such committee, Drs. A. Stille, 8. Jack- 
son, and F. J. B. Biddle. 

The authors and titles of the volunteer communications were an- 
nounced by Secretary Brodie as follows : 

By Dr. C. J. Chandler, of Rocheport, Mo., on Sulph. Cinchona in 
Periodic Diseases. 

By Dr. Isidor Glick, of New York, on Formation of Gun Shot 
Wounds, &e. 

By Dr. G. P. Flachenberg, on an Improved Method of Applying 
Compression to the Scrotum. 

A member of the Committee on a Uniform System of Registration 
of Marriages, Births, and Deaths, stated that they were unable to 
make a report at present, in consequence of the death of their Chair- 
man, Dr. Wilson, of Conn. 

The Committee on Medical Literature, for 1855, was continued for 
another year. 

Dr. Neill, of Phil., offered a resolution that no medical prepara- 
tion, account of surgical operation, or anything else designed or cal- 
culated to give notoriety to an individual, be laid before the Associa- 
tion, until reported upon by a special committee. 

Dr. Wood, of N. Y., presumed that this resolution was aimed at 
him. He had come here with the description of a disease never be- 
fore described by surgeons—[phosphorous disease of jaw-bone.] He 
had felt great delicacy in inviting the attention of the Association to 
the subject, and it was not until after consultation with many of the 
most prominent members of the body, that he had permitted a friead 
to do so. As for the charge of seeking notoriety, he denied it zn toto. 
He had aimed at no such purpose, and he felt wounded at the tone of 
the resolution. 

Much applause followed the conclusion of Dr. W.’s remarks. 

Dr. Neill disclaimed the intention of personal allusion in the reso- 
lution he had offered. That resolution embodied a principle which 
never should be violated. Dr. Wood’s reputation, or notoriety, might 
not be enhanced by the action under reference, but the privilege of 
similarly proceeding might be abused by other persons hereafter. 

Dr. N.’s remarks were received with applause. 

Dr. Wood said he had heard beforehand that such a resolution was 
to be offered ; and it was not the resolution itself that he cared so 
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much about, as the outside talk. He expressed a desire that the 
motion of Dr. Gross, of Kentucky, inviting the Association to ex- 
amine his (Dr. W.’s) surgical specimen, would be stricken from the 
minutes. 

Dr. Thomson, of Del., made some humorous remarks. He hoped 
that New York would hold her jaw, and Philadelphia not stick in 
hers. {Great laughter.] He trusted that Dr. Neill would withdraw 
his resolution, and that Dr. Gross’ motion would be stricken from the 
minutes. If these were done, he would see that all was made right 
between the opposing gentlemen before they reached home. 
[Langhter. ] 

Dr. Gross moved to strike his motion referred to from the minutes 
—for the purpose, he said, of removing the bone of contention. 
[Great laughter. ] 

Dr. Neill withdrew his resolution, and Dr. Gross’ motion was 
stricken from the minutes. 

Dr. Gross, of Louisville, tendered, in behalf of the medical profession 
and the citizens of Louisville, an invitation to the Association to meet 
in that city in May, 1858. Placed on file. 

Dr. Dorsey, of Ohio, offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted : 

Resolved, by the American Medical Association, That the Com- 
mittee of the Etiology and Pathology of Cholera be instructed to 
memorialize the Congress of the United States, requesting that hon- 
orable body to grant every necessary assistance which can or will 
pr: mote the objects for which the Committee has been appointed. 

Secretary Brodie read a communication from the Royal Medical and 
Chirurgical Society of England, thanking the American Medical As- 
sociation for their present of the eighth volume of their transactions. 
Ordered placed on file. 

Dr. Wister, of Pa., offered the following, which was adopted : 

Resolved, That a Committee of three be appointed by the Presi- 
dent, to correspond with the proper officer of the Smithsonian Insti- 
tute, inquiring into the possibility of procuring a chamber in that in- 
stitution for the uses of this Association. 

The President appointed as such Committee, Drs. Wister, of Pa., 
Hale, of Washington, and J. Neill, of Pa. 

Dr. Phelps, of N. Y., offered the following, which were adopted. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Association are due, and are here- 
by tendered, to the Fire Department of the city of Detroit, for the 
gratuitous use of their large and commodious hall, so amply furnish- 
ing to us accommodation for the convenient transaction of business. 
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Resolved, That the urbane deportment and elegant hospitalities of 
of the profession and of private individuals, as well as the polite at- 
tentions of citizens generally, demand of this Association a high ap- 
preciation of the cultivated manners of this city of the West, and 
which has tended greatly to enhance the pleasure of the session here 
of the delegates from abroad. 

The Association adjourned. 

Fripay, May 9th. 

The Association was called to order by the President at 9 o'clock. 

The minutes were read, corrected and approved. 

Dr. Palmer, of Ill., moved that Dr. Coolidge, U. S. A., be substi- 
tuted in the place of Dr. Finley, U. 8. A., as a member of the Com- 
mittee on Medical Topography and Epidemics. Dr. P. said he made 
the motion by request. Carried. 

Dr. Atlee, of Pa., offered the following, which was adopted : 

Resolved, That all voluntary communications hereafter presented 
to the Association shall be referred to a special committee, to be ap- 
pointed by the President on the first day of each annual meeting, 
whose duty it shall be to examine such communications and report 
upon the propriety of their presentation and reference to the Com- 
mittee of Publication. 


Dr. Lindsley, of Tenn., from the special committee appointed the 


day previous, reported the following preamble and resolutions : 
YI , Te] £] 


Whereas, The exhibition of high courage and of self-sacrificing de- 
votion to the good of others is ever honorable to a profession by 
whose members it is manifested, and worthy of their remembrance and 
emulation ; therefore, 

Resolved, That in the death of P. Claiborne Gooch, of Richmond, 
Va., who nobly volunteered his services during the pestilence at Nor- 
folk, we recognize a loss to this Association, the profession, and the 
country. His arduous and successful labors as secretary of the meet- 
ings at Charleston and Richmond merited the regard of this Associa- 
tion. The zeal, ability and industry manifested by him as founder 
and editor of the Stethoscope—the first medical periodical established 
in the State of Virginia—showed his devotion to the cause of medi- 
cal progress and activity, and the manner of his death gave signal 
evidence that he was one of whom his country might well be proud. 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be transmitted by the 
Secretary to the relatives of the late Dr. Gooch. 

The resolutions were adopted, and had the usual reference. 


On motion of Dr. Palmer, of IIL, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Registration have leave now to 
present a partial rep-rt, which is hereby referred to the Committee 
on Publication. 
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Dr. Denton, of Mich., offered the following : 

Resolved, That a Committee of three shall be appointed whose duty 
it shall be to enlist some enterprizing publisher to aid in collecting 
and arranging material for an American Medical Directory. 

On motion of Dr. Watson, of N. Y., laid on the table. 

Dr. Laide, of Pa., offered the following : 

Whereas, It is the object of this Association, in the award of prizes 
for communications on subjects appertaining to medical science, to 
encourage the progress of the latter; and as this result cannot be 
better attained than through original investigation and discovery— 

Resolved, That hereafter an annual prize of dollars be award- 
ed for the best memoir or essay founded on original investigations of 
the author ; and in case of no memoir or essay being presented wor- 
thy of such award, the prize money to be appropriated towards the 
expense of publishing and illustrating such memoirs as may be subse- 
quently deemed worthy of an award. 

The resolutions, together with the suggestions of the Committee 
on Prize Essays, as to whether any means can be devised to cause an 
increase of the number of essays presented, were referred to a special 
committee, consisting of Drs. Leide, Wood, and C D. Meigs, of Pa. 

Proposed amendments to the constitution being in order. Dr. 
Smith moved that the proposition to amend by providing that “ any 
members who omits to pay for the published transactions for three 
successive years shall be considered as withdrawn,” be laid upon the 
table until the next annual meeting of the Association. Carried. 

The Secretary read an invitation to the Association to attend the 
next annual meeting of the Massachusetts State Medical Association. 
Accepted. 

Dr. R. K. Smith offered the following : 

Resolved, That a special committee be appointed to report to the 
next meeting of the American Medical Association a classification of 
those diseases which involve a derangement of the mental manifesta- 
tions. 

Adopted, and Dr. Smith appointed chairman of said committee, 
with power to choose his associates. 

On motion of Dr. Atlee, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Publication be requested to trans- 
mit annually to the Epidemiological Society of London a copy of our 
transactions. 

On motion of Dr. Gunn, of Mich., 

Resolved, That any new medical institution not heretofore repre- 
sented in this body be requested to transmit to the Secretary, with 
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the credentials of its delegates, evidence of its existence, capacity, 
and good standing. 

Dr. Phelps, of N. Y., offered a preamble and resolutions relative 
to the relation existing between medicine and religion. Laid on the 
table. 

Dr. Mc Guggin offered the following : 

Resolved, That a special committee be appointed to report on the 
subject of “Stomatitis Materna.” 

Adopted, and Dr. MeGuggin appointed chairman of such com- 
mittee. 

On motion of Dr. Bailey, of Ill., Dr. Davis, of Chicago, was re- 
quested to continue his observations on the changes produced in the 
composition and qualities of milk by pregnancy and menstruation ; 
also the best substitute for the mother’s milk when weaning becomes 
necessary ; and report at the next meeting of the Association. 

A report from the Committee on Railroads, &c., was read, and 
the same committee continued to next meeting. 

On motion of Dr. Smith, of N. J., the resolutions of Dr. Palmer, 
offered the day previous, were taken from the table, and referred to 
the Committee on Publication. 

On motion of Dr. Atlee, of Pa., the thanks of the Association 
were returned to those railroads that, had evinced a liberality in con- 
veying delegates to and from the Association. 

On motion of Dr. Palmer, of IIL, 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Assotiation be presented to the 
press of the city of Detroit, who have taken so much interest in re- 
porting the proceedings of this meeting. 

The Association then adjourned to meet in Nashville, Tenn., in 
1857. 


NEW YORK PATHOLOGICAL SOCIETY. 


Reported for the Monraiy by E. Lee Jonss, M. D., Secretary. 


April 9. Dr. A. C. Post presented the parotid gland, removed 
from a female, aged sixty years, who consulted him for a tumor situ- 
ated below and behind the angle of the jaw. 

Dr, Isaacs had examined the growth with the microscope, and 
found the external tumor to be an epithelioma. The gland itself, in 
some portions, was cancerous ; the other part consisted of the natural 








1856.] NEW YCRK PATHOLOGICAL SOCIETY. 445 


products. (The details of this case are necessarily imperfect, as no 
written history was presented with the specimen.) 

Dr. Sewall exhibited a heart, more for the purpose of eliciting 
information for an explanation of the symptoms during life, than for 
its pathological interest. 

Mrs. M., et. 70. For a year or more previous to October, 1855, 
when she was first seen, has been troubled with palpitations, especial- 
ly on exertion, accompanied now and then with cough and bloody 
expectoration to a small amount, dyspnea, pains in chest, and 
edema of ankles, with moderate peritoneal effusion. At times, 
paroxysms of considerable severity occurred, with an aggravation of 
these symptoms. In general, however, was up and able to attend to 
light work, when, with quiet, the edema would disappear, and she 
would be quite comfortable. She was found in an ill turn, with 
pallid countenance, quick small pulse, much dyspneea, and cough, 
with sputa tinged with blood. Considerable cedema was observable 
about feet and ankles, and there was some peritoneal effusion. An 
appearance rarely met with, described by Latham in his work on 
Diseases of the Heart, was beautifully depicted. It consisted in a 
bright vermillion tint investing the pulps of all the fingers, thence 
extending in fainter lines down their inner surface, and terminating 
in brighter spots of half an inch diameter over the palms of the 
hands. The iwpulse of the heart was discernible to the eye. It was 
not, however, lifting, but diffused itself over much space. The organ 
transcended its natural boundaries, and, to the ear, gave a loud 
bellows murmur, marking both sounds, very evident over all the 
anterior chest, but most distinct posteriorly. Valvular insufficiency, 
with eccentric hypertrophy, was supposed to exist. 

Treatment consisted in mild anodynes and diuretics. A careful 
regimen was enjoined. Much improvement occurred, so that, in two 
or three weeks, the patient was about her light work again. With 
occasional relapses, she continued from October to the middle of 
February, 1856, much in the way described. During all these 
months, there was no abatement in the bellows murmur, save such as 
was traceable to changes occurring in the action of the heart, which 
was now stronger, and now weaker, according to the general bodily 
condition. On twenty-five or more examinations, at intervals of a few 
days, its characteristics were always the same. There was no ascites 
remaining, and but a trace of edema, 

In the middle of February, about a month before death, she began 
to fail. The heart’s action became irregular, tumultuous at times, 
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and the pulse at the wrist was not synchronous with the beatings of 
the organ. Sometimes it was 40, again 80 and 100 and more, feeble, 
fluttering, then stronger. Still there was the old murmur, modified 
by, but persistent, thtough all these changes. The dyspneea 
increased, the oppression grew, the serous effusion gradually invaded 
the upper limbs till the hands and feet were tense, and as if ready to 


burst. The peritoneum also became largely distended. Three weeks 


before death she became icterode. The color deepened, and at the 
last was intense. Death took place on March 12th, the mind being 
clear to the end. 

Autopsy 24 hours after death—Strong rigor mortis. Lungs heal- 
thy, save for trifling old pleuritic adhesions on right side. About a 
pint of yellowish fluid in either pleura. Pericardium moderately 
distended. Contained three ounces, No adhesions. Heart rather 
large aud flabby. Left ventricle and auricle much dilated, with thin- 
ning of walls. No valvular disease anywhere, save perhaps very 
slight thickening of the aortic valves. Water poured into the aorta 
passed them in drops only. In one of the mitral valves there was 
a siuall cribiiorm opening about the size of a marrowfat pea. Aorta 
and large vessels perfectly healthy and free from deposit. Spleen and 
kidueys healthy. Liver engorged, and of deep bistre color ; natural 
size. Examination no further pursued. 

In reference to an opening in the mitral valve, Hope says :— 
“* Mitral regurgitation often occurring through a chink so small as not 
to impair the strength of the pulse, frequently yield a perfectly soft, 
though possibly loud bellows murmur, for loudness and softness are 
by no means incompatible.” 

Dr. Watts referred to similar cases, reported in the New York 
Med. and Surg. Journal, edited by Dr. Swett, somewhere about 
1839 and 1840, of which but three or four numbers appeared. 

Dr. T. C. Finnell presented the ulerus, removed from a woman 
upon whom abortion had been produced, and who subsequently died 
of peritonitis, with the following account :— 

Matilda McCarthy, aged nineteen, being about four months 
advanced in gestation, was desirous of having an abortion pro- 
duced. She was advised to use a vapor bath of pennyroyal and 
tausy, and remain in the bath at least twenty minutes, then walk to 
Forty-second street and back again to her residence, in Spring street, 
as quickly as possible ; also to drink freely of gin and tansy before 
leaving the house. This was on the 7th of March. On returning 
from her walk, she complained of great distention of the abdomen 
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by flatus, inability to walk, and a feeling of great prostration. At 
the end of a week labor pains came on, and she was soon delivered 
of a dead feetus. On the third day after delivery, she seemed well 
enough to be up. At the end of the week she was seized with a 
chill, followed by fever, which terminated in death on the 28th of 
March, three weeks after delivery. The autopsy showed extensive 
peritonitis, with adhesion of all the abdominal organs to each other. 
About a pint of pus was in the pelvis, surrounding the uterus. 


Dr. Finnell next exhibited a specimen of urine, not of interest in 
itself, but rather to refer to the effect of chloroform on puerperal 
convulsions, with the following history :— 

Mrs. Henry, aged twenty, was taken in labor with her first child 
on Friday evening, March 2Ist. Dr. Finnell was called at seven 
o’clock, when he found lier complaining of severe pain in the head. 
The pains of labor were regular but not strong, recurring every ten 
minutes. The puffy condition of the face, edematous legs, aud head- 
ache, led him to fear the occurrence of convulsions. While in the 
act of testing the urine for albumen, the nurse called him to the 
patient, who was in violent convulsions, which continued about five 
minutes. She was at once delivered with the forceps. A second 
convulsion came on in fifteen minutes after the first, more violent and 
lasted longer. The convulsions still recurred after delivery, at 
shorter intervals, and with the same force. The patient was coma- 
tose between each convulsion. He then commenced the use of chlo- 
roform, keeping her under its influence one hour. A slight twitching 
of the muscles of the face occurred a few minutes after the first 
inhalation, but the true convulsions did not return. Her recovery 
was rapid, being able to put the child to the breast on the second 
day. The urine contained albumen and urea, 

Dr. Finnell then presented a toe-nail which he had removed, first 
benumbing its sensibility by the use of carbonic acid gas. The toe 
was placed in a large-mouthed glass jar, and the gas generated, first 
filling up the space between the toe and the jar by means of raw 
cotton. In fifteen minutes the nail could be bent and twisted without 
the slighest pain. The numbness extended to the little toe and the 
sole of the foot. 

Dr. Finneil next presented several specimens from a woman eighty 
years old, who died from hemoptysis, caused by tubercular disease of 


the lungs. She had mitral disease, granular kidneys, cirrhosis of 


liver, twenty-one fibrous tumors, of various sizes, scattered through- 
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out the uterus, one ovary in a state of calcification, cavities in lungs, 
some containing coagulated blood. 

Dr.W. C. Livingston presented the heart of a Newfoundland dog, 
supposed to have been killed by leaping from a window in the fourth 
story of the building in which he was usually kept. He was found 
early one morning, on the walk directly opposite, dead. As he was 
always regarded a healthy and a remarkably intelligent animal, no 


reason could be assigned for his suicidal leap. 

The body Lore no external marks of injury save a slight escape of 
blood from the mouth. Upon taking off his hide, a contusion was 
revealed upon his left haunch, such as might readily be caused by a 
fall from such a height. The brain and medulla spinalis were quite 
healthy, as were, also, all the abdominal organs, save a number of 
recent superficial lacerations seen in different portions of the liver. 

On opening the thorax, the right pleuro-cardial septum was found 
broken down, a large clot filling the pericardium, and about two 
quarts (more or less) of fluid, occupying the right pleural cavity, 
Upon carefully raising the clot from its position, a laceration was 
discovered in the walls of the right auricle, on its anterior aspect, 
about an inch in length, with jagged and very irregular margins, 
through which protruded portions of three or four filimentary worms, 
resembling very closely the “ gut” of the silkworm used by anglers. 
The heart was now separated from its connections and carefully 
examined, when ten of these parasites, varying in length from six to 
ten and a-half inches, and about a third of a line in diameter, were 
found to occupy the right auricle and ventricle, and a single specimen 
was found in the pulmonary artery. 

Professor Dalton, who very kindly examined the specimen, with 
the view of determining its characteristics and zoological position, 
considers it a hitherto undescribed species of spiroptere. He (Prof. 
D.) exhibited to the Society the genital organs of the male, as seen 
under the microscope, showing the two penes and convoluted testes 
surrounding the straight intestinal tube. He also remarked that the 
sexes were about equally divided, and that the males were: the 
smaller of the two, having also a distinct coil in the anal extremity. 

A preparation was here shown, belonging to the Museum of the 
“College of Physicans and Surgeons,” labelled “ A dog’s heart filled 
with worms, from Hong Kong, China.” The two specimens appear 
quite similar. 

Dr. Isaacs remarked that, a number of years ago, while in the 
city of Baltimore, he examined the heart of a dog, which died from 
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the effects of an operation, for the removal of the spleen, and in that 
case the heart was filled with apparently the same species of worm. 
Dr. Isaacs also added that, in his case, the animal had previously 
exhibited symptoms of disease. He was short breathed, and con- 
sidered asthmatic. Here, too, the parasites occupied only the right 
side of the organ. 

Dr. Bibbins exhibited four specimens of necrosis, obtained at the 
Nursery Hospital, five years since, from cases of cancrum oris. The 
disease, in one instance, involved the superior maxillary bones on 
either side of the symphysis, terminating fatally ; in the other three, 
the lower jaw, from the angle to a point near the middle, ending in 
recovery. The gangrenous was a sequence of ulcerative stomatitis, 
beginning at the margin of the gum of the tooth, adjacent to the 
part of the cheek affected. Patients were between two and a-half 
and four and a-half years of age, of marked strumous diathesis, with 
greatly impaired constitutions, from repeated attacks of disease 
during their stay in the institution. Removal of one or more teeth, 
and the thorough application to the congested portions with a swab, 
doing as little violence as possible, of a wash composed of sulphate of 
copper and powdered cinchona and water, made three or four times a 
day by a faithful Dutch nurse, who laid the children across her lap, 
with their heads depending so as to admit a full light upon the region 
to be stimulated, probably produced the favorable results. 

The opinion was advanced that cancrum oris may occur inde- 
pendent of direct mercurial agency, for ulcerative inflammation of the 
mouth tending to gangrene, was not unfrequently seen in children 
who had taken no medicine for three or four months, having been 
during that time in the Nursery for the well, upon the Island. 

April 23. Dr. Alonzo Clark presented a specimen of hypertrophy 
of the Aeart, without valvular disease, but with an unusual amount of 
atheromatous deposit in the aorta, which, in some portions, contained 
ulcerations, and in others were bony deposits. It was obtained from 
a gentleman, sixty-five years old, an unusually active, energetic per- 
son, and of good constitution ;—his habits were not intemperate, but 
those of oae who is termed a “high-liver.” From January until a 
few days since he attended to business, complaining but little, and 
that chiefly of dyspnoea. Sometime since the lst of January disease 
of the kidneys became evident on examination of the urine, which 
contained albumen, and abundant fatty casts. 

The case is interesting from the fact of there being hypertrophy to 
such an extent, without valvular disease, and its existence for so 
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many years, attended with so slight inconvenience, and the large 
amount of atheromatous deposit in the aorta. 

Dr. Clark next presented, for Dr. McCready, a heart, showing an 
unfrequent degeneration, a fibrinows or atheromatous deposit on the 
tricuspid valve, the amount being not very abundant. The patient 
died of pneumonia and delirium tremens. 

It was interesting only from its rarity. 

Dr. Clark then presented a heart removed from a patient of Belle- 
vue Hospital, accompanied with the following history : 

Ann Ryan, domestic, aged 53 ; admitted to Ward 47 of Bellevue 
Hospital, March 29. With the exception of having had the small- 
pox and typhus fever, the patient had always been tolerably healthy 
till about four weeks before her admission, when, after an exposure 
to cold, she was attacked with diarrhea, which continued till her 
admission. Three weeks before her admission, while in the act of 
lifting a heavy tub, she felt something give way under the left shoul- 
der, and immediately fainted. On coming to her senses about an 
hour afterwards, she felt a severe pain in, and violent palpitation of 
the heart. Through the remainder of that day and the succeeding 
night she had frequent fits of dyspnoea, and for the two following 
days was confined to her bed ; but at the end of that time she was 
alle to get up and walk about the room ; she continued able to do 
so for about a week or ten days, when she was obliged to keep her 
bed again, from growing weakness. 

At the time of her admission she complained of pain in the right 
hypochondriac region, diarrhoea, want of appetite, cough, palpitation 
of the heart, and great dyspnea on exertion. The heart was beat- 
ing at the rate of 196 per minute, the pulse could be felt but not 
counted at the wrist. The respiration was 26—cough quite trouble- 
some, the expectoration, which was scanty, consisted of mucus 
streaked with blood. The tongue was covered with a thin yellowish 
far. The apex of the heart beat in its normal position, and the area 
of dullness was not increased, a slight murmur could be heard with 
the first sounds most distinct over the base, the pulsations were so 
rapid that it was impossible to say whether or no there was any 
diastolic murmur. The respiratory sounds natural, with the excep- 
tion of an occasional sibilant rhonchus. 

Ordered, Hoffman’s anodyne and ammoniated tincture of vale- 
rian. Whiskey was given moderately, and a mustard plaster put on 
the right side. 

March 30.—The patient felt somewhat better than on the previous 
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evening ; had several short naps during the night ; had four scanty 
watery evacuations from the bowels, and vomited once a considerable 
quantity of yellowish green matter ; pain in the side relieved by the 
mustard plaster; physical signs not changed; pulse 188. The 
diarrhea continuing quite troublesome, ten grains of blue mass were 
ordered at night, to be followed in the morning by castor oil and 
laudanum. Half a grain of morphine was ordered at bed time. 

March 31.—The patient slept better than usual, and had no pas- 
sage from the bowels during the night, but vomited several times ; 
in the morning coughed up several mouthfuls of dark bloody matter. 
Physical signs as before ; pulse 172. Ordered hydrocyanic acid to 
quiet the stomach ; but that producing no effect, upon the vomiting, 
lime water and milk were ordered in the afternoon, which checked it. 
Stimulants continued. 

April 1.—The patient slept a little through the night. In the 
morning the bloody expectoration had become quite copious. At 
the base of each lung a sub-mucous crepitus could be heard, but no 
dullness ; pulse 188. Dr. Clark saw the patient in the afternoon, 
and thought the murmur was most distinct half way between the base 
and apex of the heart. 

April 2.—The patient slept rather better than usual the night pre- 
vious. Though she felt some better in the morning, the expectora- 
tion became more profuse, and seemed to be almost pure blood. The 
crepitus could be heard more distinctly, and over a larger space than 
the day before, and some dullness upon percussion was found at the 
base of each lung, most marked on the right side; pulse 172. The 
diarrhea again became troublesome, but was readily checked by 
opium. 

April 3.—The bloody expectoration became more profuse, and 
the patient began to grow gradually weaker. The physical signs 
were not changed. The stimulants were continued, and moderate 
doses of morphine given. 

April 4.—About 11 o’clock the patient grew suddenly worse : the 
pulse was imperceptible at the wrist ; the hands and feet became 
cold ; the forehead was covered with a cold perspiration. She was 
extremely restless, and unable to lie down more than a minute or two 
at a time ; the bloody expectoration was more copious than the day 
before. Over about two-thirds of the lower part of the left lung be- 
hind, and over a considerably greater extent on the right, sub-crepi- 
tant rales could be heard. On both sides in front sibilant and 
sonorous rales. 
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The heart was beating at the rate of 144. Carbonate of ammonia 
and whiskey punch were freely administered, and in a short time the 
patient was easier, and continued so till evening, when her respiration 
became much less frequent than before; at 12 P. M. they were re- 
duced to 8 per minute ; the pulse was 92, and could easily be counted 
at the wrist ; the hands and feet were warm, but the patient was in a 
semi-comatose state ; the coma became more and more profound, and 
the respirations slower and slower till 44 A. M., when they ceased 
altogether. 

Autopsy, thirty hours after death—Decomposition commencing ; 
surface of chest and abdomen quite green. On opening the chest, 
the lungs were found adherent to the costal walls by old false mem- 
brane. The cavity of the right pleura contained about six ounces of 
serum, deeply colored with blood; the left contained about four 
ounces of a similar fluid. The lungs were everywhere crepitant 
except a small portion of the anterior edge of the left, about the 
size of the first joint ef a man’s thumb, and a spot about the size of 
a large pea in the same lung, which were solidified by an apoplectie 
effusion. Liver congested. Spleen small, and firmer than natural. 
Kidneys congested. The other abdominal organs were healthy. 
The heart was very flabby, and paler than natural. On the peri- 
cardium, near the base of the heart, were several patches of recently 
effused lymph, looking like sanded paint. The mitral, aortic, and 
tricuspid valves were perfectly healthy. There was some athero- 
matous matter in the coats of the pulmonary artery ; there was a 
small rupture about a line or two in length. The muscular tissue of 
the heart was found, by a microscopicai examination, to be fatty. 

Dr. Elisha Harris then laid before the members a number of 
specimens, obtained from the Quarantine Hospital. No written his- 
tories accompanied the cases. 

Dr. F. C. Finnell presented, for Dr. Gunning 8. Bedford, a 
fibrous tumor of the uterus, removed by incision from an unmarried 
lady, fifty years of age. For five years she had been troubled with 
symptoms of polypus. Her health was much reduced by the severe 
hemorrhage, which occurred from time to time ; and much aneasi- 
ness was caused by the pressure of the tumor on the bladder and 
rectum. Its removal was with some difficulty accomplished by a 
probe-pointed bistoury, as the mass completely filled the vagina. 
No hemorrhage followed. A microscopic examination showed it to 
be composed of the ordinary constituents of a fibrous tumor. 

Dr. Finnell then exhibited, for Professor Bedford, a portion of the 
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left lung, in & state of pneumonia, removed from a child, four months 
and a half old, who died on the 14th of April, 1856, in consequence 
of a communication between the apex of the left lung and a fistulous 
track, the outer opening of which was in the posterior portion of the 
neck, a little to the left of the second cervical vertebra. 

The child was born on the 26th of November, 1855, after an 
ordinary labor of twelve hours. At the time of his birth, he 
was a remarkably healthy and vigorous infant, was nursed by his 
mother, and continued perfectly healthy until early in February, 
when his bowels became much deranged, in consequence of the 
improper character of the mother’s milk. A wet-nurse was obtained. 
The derangement of the bowels ceased, and the child continued to 
enjoy its usual good health until the 25th of February, when, with- 
out any apparent cause, it screamed any time it was moved, a 1 
appeared to be in great distress. The child’s bowels were in go.d 
order ; the milk of the wet-nurse was excellent, and agreed with it, 
the child taking at all times freely of the breast, and thriving under 
its nourishment, the only unnatural feature in the case being the 
extreme suffering of the infant, on the slightest movement, more 
particularly of its head. Repeated examinations were made, but 
nothing could be detected to account for the suffering until the 3d of 
March, when a small tumor was detected on the upper portion of 
the neck, on the side of the second cervical vertebra. A slipp ry- 


elm poultice was immediately ordered, and in two days afterwards 
distinct fluctuation being felt, the abscess was opened, and there 
escaped a wine-glass of purulent matter. The child was immediately 
relieved, and ceased to cry on motion. The abscess continued to 
discharge freely, and it was quite evident that fistulous openings were 
forming in the neck. On the 9th of March, a solution of the sul- 
phate of zine, gr. j. to 3j. of water, was thrown daily into the 


sinuses, with some apparent good effect ; but the discharge still 
continued, and the sinuses were evidently extending. On the 15th 
of March, the infant was attacked with scarlatina simplex, which, how- 
ever, soon yielded. The sinuses, one rather obliquely and to the right, 
the other downward and forward to the left, continuing to increase, 
I felt some anxiety about the case, and requested Dr. Mott to see it. 
On the 2c of April, he suggested, as an injection, 3j. of tincture of 
iodine to Siss. of water, once a day. There was no very sensible 
diminution in the discharge for several days. Considering the quan- 
tity of matter discharged, it was remarkable how weil the child sus- 
tained itself. Up to the morning of the 13th of April, nothing 
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unusual occurred. On visiting the infant on that morning, I was 
struck with the change in its appearance ; it was evidently in a state 
of collapse. As soon as I entered the chamber, the mother told me 
that, about seven o’clock of that morning, she was startled by a 
peculiar noise, like the escape of air, from the opening in the child’s 
neck. She insisted, as did the nurse, that she could not be mistaken. 
If her statement were not one of imagination, the case certainly pre- 
sented a very serious aspect, for it was pretty conclusive evidence 
that if air did escape, it could only be through a communication with 
the lungs. The sudden state of collapse gave additional weight to 
the statement. About three or four hours after the escape of air 
was heard, the child threw up blood, which, on being examined, was 
of vermillion color and frothy, and evidently came from the lungs. 
As soon as I heard these facts, I was anxious to ascertain the true 
state of the respiration; and on applying my ear to the left lung, 
both anteriorly and posteriorly, I found no respiratory murmur what- 
ever ; and percussion revealed a dull, flat sound at the upper portion 
of the lung. In the course of an hour, Dr. Mott saw the child with 
me. It continued to sink, passing occasionally blood from its lungs, 
and expired on Tuesday, 14th of April, at half-past three o’clock 
P. M., just thirty three and a half hours after the mother and nurse 
supposed they heard the emission of air through the outer opening in 
the neck. 

On Tuesday, 15th April, at eleven o’clock, a post mortem examina- 
tion was made by Dr. Alexander B. Mott, in the presence of Dr. 
Mott, my son, Dr. Henry M. Bedford, and myself, and the following 
facts were revealed :—The tract of the sinus on the left side of the 
second cervical vertebra passed forward and downward, between the 
sheath of the carotid artery and longus colli muscle, terminating at 
the apex of the left lung, where ulceration had taken place. This at 
once accounted for the unusual phenomena observed before death, 
viz., the escape of air through the outer opening, and the passage of 
blood from the lungs. There was pneumonia of the left lung. 

Dr. Conant presented a mass of venereal warts, removed from a 
young man, twenty-seven years old, who never had syphilis, but 
gonorrhea on one occasion. It first appeared in July as a small 
wart. It continued to increase until it attained the present size. 

Dr.Van Buren inquired why they were termed venereal? He 
himself believed that they had no connection with venereal disease, 
syphilis, or gonorrhea. He had seen them on young children. 
They were simply warts, altered by location, and occasionally 
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becoming degenerated and cancerous. He once removed a mass— 
the disease returned as epithelial cancer. 

Dr. Sayre removed a similar mass from a boy, ten years old. No 
return of the disease has occurred. 

Dr. Harris stated that he had removed a mass of warty excres- 
cences from the vulva of a patient, who had four years previously 
been operated upon for the same cause, in Edinburgh. No return 
had occurred nine months after, nor had she, as far as could be 
ascertained, ever been affected with syphilis. 

Dr. Conant then laid before the members a number, nine in all, of 
specimens of fibrous tumors of the uterus. The histories he did not 
possess. In the first one the tumor was situated in the fallopian 
tube. It was removed from a woman who died of cholera. She 
had borne children. In the second, it is seen in the walls of the 
womb. In the third, it is seen to be attached by a pedicle. 
In the fourth one it is situated in the walls, encroaching 
on the cavity of the organ. In the fifth it is developed in the pos- 
terior wall, the cervix not affected. In the sixth, all portions, 
except the cervix, are affected. In the seventh, the tumors are 
external, in every part. In the eighth, external as well as internal, 
the ovaries normal. In the ninth, the tumor is developed in the 
posterior walls, and occupies the sacrum. This patient had borne 
children. 

Dr. Hinton presented a specimen of caries of the mastoid cells. 

Dr. Gardener exhibited a blighted ovum, which was carried seven 
months. 
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Pneumonia, its Pathology and Treatment. By E. Reap, M.D., of 
Indiana.— Nash, Jour. 


The writer rejects the generally admitted pathology of pneumonia, 
and bases his treatment upon congestion, which he conceives is the 
true pathology of the disease. He says: “The true indications to 
be fulfilled, in the treatment of pueumonia, are to equalize the circu- 
lation, allay irritation, and promote expectoration. * * Calomel 
and opium, judiciously combined, and timely administered, stand pre- 
eminent in accomplishing these ends. The opium administered in full 
doses, to the extent of producing narcotism, will allay all irritation, 
and, combined with calomel, becomes the best expectorant we have, 
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and at the same time tends most perfectly to restore the lost balance 
of the circulating system.” He comes to the same general result— 
granting for the moment the disease to be inflammatory, quoting 
Hamilton, James, Johnson, and Armstrong, and Christison, as to the 
value of the forementioned agents in inflammatory affections. 

Opium, quinine, stimulants, and calomel, are the remedies upon 
which Dr. Read chiefly relies. He gives two or three grains of 
opiam every four hours until the patient is brought under its influ- 
ence, repeating sufficiently often to maintain the condition until reso- 
lution takes place. Opium uncombined is best adapted to the infirm 
and aged, but to the vigorous and robust he substitutes the Dover's 
powder, in ten-grain doses, until the same effect is produced. Calo- 
mel may be combined with either, in four-grain doses, where it is indi- 
cated. “ After one or two doses the irritability is quieted, the cough 
subdued, and the patient falls into a tranquil sleep—the cutaneous 
system is relaxed, the circulation of the blood equalized, and a pro- 
fuse perspiration ensues.” * * “If there is pain in either side, a 
large blister is to be applied as soon as diaphoresis is fully estab- 
lished.” * * 

The treatment is to be maintained throughout the disease, until the 
expectoration has changed into a light color, and resolution has been 
established. 

It is of the highest importance to maintain the strength of the pa- 
tient in pneumonia, and, consequently, light and nourishing food 
should be taken daily ; and if advanced in life, or of impaired consti- 
tution, whiskey toddy should be freely used throughout the disease. 

Quinine can be resorted to at any stage, if necessary, but especially 
should be used as soon as resolution takes place. Dr. Read gives it 
in five-grain doses two or four times in the twenty-four hours. 

He has found most signal benefit from the application to the chest 
of flannel cloths wrung out of hot water, renewed as often as they 
get cool. 

These are the general ideas in Dr. Read’s paper, and certainly are 
deserving of some attention. The grand effects of opium in large 
doses, may obtain in pneumonia most gratifying results. 


Closure of the Ostium Vagina by a Membrane. Dr. Nims, of Ho- 
mer, Michigan, reports in the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal 
a case of labor occurring with a woman confined with her second 
child. At the birth of her first child, six years ago, the patient had 
suffered a tedious delivery from the unyielding of the os-uteri and 
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soft parts. The head of the child pressed upon the soft parts for 
several hours, and it was supposed some sloughing followed. The 
child was still-born. The mother recovered in a reasonable time, and 
has since had good health. 

Soon after her recovery, I learned of her husband that the passage 
to the vagina was entirely closed, and she entertained no hopes of 
again becoming a mother. Fortune ordered otherwise, however, for 
on the 23d of January of the present year, Dr. Nims was called to 
attend her. When he arrived, pains were severe, and herself and 
friends in great trepidation. Examination found the passage to the 
uterus closed at the usual place of a hymen, by a membrane about 
two lines in thickness, pierced by an aperture barely sufficient to admit 
a small catheter. With a probe pointed bistoury, and protecting 
the edge, with the exception of about half an inch at the end, he in- 
troduced the point of the knife through the aperture, and divided the 
membrane towards the perineum to the commissure, and then turning 
the knife, he cut the membrane through its extent towards the clitoris. 
Pains continued regularly, and in two hours and a half the woman 
was delivered of a fine healthy child, weighing eight pounds. Mother 
and child did finely. 


Ligatures wpon Arteries. It seems that the liga’ing of arteries is 
one of the most serious operations in surgery, at least we may so 
judge, if we look at statistics, which show the average number of 
deaths following the ligature to be about 28 per cent. We gather 
this result from about 1,400 cases mentioned by Broca in his work on 
the “‘ Treatment of Aneurisms by Compression.” 


Space to be Accorded to Inmates of Public Institutions. The editor 
of the Jowrnal of Health (December, 1855,) says that “the amount 
of space should vary under different circumstances. In the common 
living or day-room, where the inmates are constantly moving, the 
space should not, under any system of ventilation, be less than 400 
cubic feet per person. In the sleeping apartments of healthy 
people, 600 cubic feet should be the minimum, 800 not being too 
much. In the sick ward, 1000 cubic feet is the Jeast that should be 
permitted. Of course ventilation makes great differences, but as this 
is most uncertain, and as the amount of common air required by each 
individual is about 212 cubic feet per hour, a liberal view in regard 
to space should be taken. Sir John Pringle remarks that, for a ward 
to be healthy, it ought to have but half as many beds as it would to 
appearance conveniently hold. There is great truth in this observa 
tion.” 
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Ricord and his Patient.—The following sprightly feuilleton is from 
the pen of Dr. Schlesinger, a Paris correspondent of the Vienna 
Medical Times : 

“T had an opportunity of observing a case in the private practice 
of Prof. Ricord, and the communication may not be uninteresting, 
when viewed from the standpoint of wnus pro multis. A young coun- 
tryman had enjoyed the seductive charms of beautiful Lutaetia, and 
had studied the manner of living of the French, particularly in those 
large schools at Mabile, Jardin d’Hiver, and Asniéres, and indeed 
had become so immersed in his favorite study, that he bore away, as 
a final prize—a gonorrhea. The martyr to these studies had already 
been, when I arrived in Paris, for seven weeks in undisputed posses- 
sion of this enviable acquisition. Ricord was his physician. During 
this time he had made twenty visits to Ricord, and received six visits 
from him. For the former, Ricord received each time the usual 
honorarium of twenty francs—for the latter, forty francs. The Doc- 
tor’s bill alone was 640 francs. But the gonorrhea, at the end of the 
seventh week, was still—zn floribus. Besides the Doctor, the apo- 
thecary had profited, in this right French article, from 120 to 150 
francs. Ricord writes recipes, many, very many recipes, daily chang- 
ing them, and daily making them more costly. He says, you can have 
these put up by any favorite apothecary, ‘“ mais le Pharmacien Favrot, 
Rue Richelieu, connait, déja mes ordonnances.” The hint is as good as 
a command. You go then to Favrot, Rue Richelieu. And our 
countryman went there also. Ricord had prescribed already, by 
turns, tisans, limonade gazeuse purgative, capsules de cubébe, capsules 
de copahu, copahine mége ferrée prep., different syrups, baths, and 
costly perfumed injections, when, in addition to the gonorrhea, slight 
symptoms of the commencement of an epididymitis appeared, and he 
ordered the application of fifteen leeches. The Pharmacien Favrot, 
Rue Richelieu, is a French tradesman, in the most gallant and refined 
sense of this significant word. He takes the recipe, and tells the 
young man that he will send the leeches, with suitable accompani- 
ments, to the hotel. Now comes a pretty demoiselle with an elegant 
carton. Therein are to be found leeches, linen, charpie, sponge, stick- 


ing plaster, suspensory, syringe, scissors—-in short, everything that a 
man in such a condition could desire for weal or woe, and everything 
is nice and tasteful. The pretty bearer of this Pandora’s box is the 
“ Nourrice.”” The Nourrice is the attendant, the leecher. The 
young man is taken aback,—the feeling of shame suddenly comes to 
him. She discovers it and says: “Eh! vous avez honte, allez vous en’ 
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jai deja vw ‘ga depuis mon enfance mille et mille fois.” I have confi- 
dence in her veracity: 

In addition to the usual quick irritability of the genitals during a 
gonorrhea, the pretty nourrice, although she understands how to 
treat the corpus delécti with practiced and very delicate hands, yet 
still remains a—pretty nourrice. The nourrice laughs maliciously, 
and relates, during the application, some most charming little stories 
out of the Chronique Scandaleuse of the Parisians. She knows many 
a piquant tale even about the Doctor and the Apothecary. 

After a few days, the apothecary’s bill comes in, 80 to 100 francs 
for the carton, its contents, and the messenger. I have in my posses- 
sion such recipes and bills. The circumstance that the apothecaries 
in France, as in England, have a care for everything that a man re- 
quires in such a gallant condition, has also its bright side, since the 
patient is not obliged to run to ten places before he collects his 
curative apparatus. This makes a wearisome day. In our country, 
the apothecary would be sned for damage to business, on account of 
the linen by the linen draper, of the sponge by the grocer, of the 
knife by the cutler, of the suspensory by the bandage-maker, of the 
syringe by the glass-blower or pewter-worker, and the Board of 
Trade and the magistrate would have their trouble ! 

After I had been in Paris five weeks, in the twelfth of the gonor- 
rhea, the young man was still not rid of his dear companion—he was 
very morose, not able to continue his studies, and had expended there 
a sum of 1,200 francs on the doctor and the apothecary. <A pretty 
outlay of capital, with—running interest. 


Operation for Paraphimosis, At the session of the Academy of 
Sciences (Paris), on the 21st of April, the following extract was 
read from a letter of M. Malgaigne :— 

“With this strangulation, as with strangulated hernia, we attempt 
at first to accomplish reduction, and usually succeed. But when 
reduction is impossible, it is advised, as with strangulated hernia, to 
divide the bridle which strangulates it, even if it is necessary to 
repeat this section at two or three points. The danger of strangula- 
tion is thus diminished, but the'reduction still continues to be impos- 
sible. At least I have never seen it accomplished after such an 
operation. What is the reason of this want of success? It is that 
the preputial ring, in producing inflammation, ulceration, sometimes 
even gangrene, of the parts strangulated, commences by thickening 
the subjacent cellular tissue, and by producing extensive adhesions 
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between the integument and the cavernous bodies. Dividing the 
stricture, though repeated, does not destroy these adhesions, and 
does not suffice for the reduction, while destruction of these adhe- 
sions, even without division of the stricture, is sufficient to allow the 
return of the parts to their place. 

“Thus the study of this affection has led me to distinguish a new 
element, hitherto left in the shade. The establishment of this ele- 
ment gave a new indication, and this is the way in which I have met 
this indication. 

“A young man came under my care the 11th of this month, for a 
paraphimosis of five days duration, and already there was seen upon 
the back of the penis a superficial ulceration, embracing more than 
half of the cireumference of the organ. The infernes tried to reduce 
it without success. The next day, at the visit, I was no more fortu- 
nate ; the adhesions of the integument to the cancerous bodies 
presented an insurmountable obstacle to it. I slipped a narrow 
bistoury flatways between the integuments and the cavernous bodies, 
by means of which I divided those adhesions to the extent of one 
centimetre (four-tenths of an inch). This did not suffice. I carried 
a probe-pointed bistoury into the incision, to complete the division of 
the adhesions throughout their whole extent, and the reduction was 


accomplished with the greatest facility. The next day, the engorge- 
ment of the prepuce had diminished, the third day the ulcerated 
surface had cicatrized, and the patient went out the 20th of April, 
having been well several days, and without experiencing any kind of 
accident.” 


Small-Poz in Fatus. A case of this kind we find in the Virginia 
Medical and Surgical Journal, translated from the Gaz. Med. de 
Paris, reported by M. Blot. The woman, in the sixth month of her 
second pregnancy, was attacked with small-pox. The attack was 
not severe. During convalescence she felt the motions of the child 
growing weaker, and, at last, cease. Two days after the cessation 
labor came on, and she was delivered of a six and a half months’ 
foetus, covered with variola pustules. 


Inoculation against Yellow Fever. M. Berg, surgeon in the French 
navy, who has recently returned from the West India station, gives, 
in a report dated March 31, 1856, the following as the results of his 
observation referring to this alleged prophylaxis :— 

“With the purpose of ascertaining if individuals who had been 
inoculated afterwards contracted yellow fever, I visited all the hos- 





1856. ] CHRONICLE OF MEDICAL PROGRESS. 461 


pitals, and made enquiries of the most eminent physicians, whether 
civil or military, of Havana. I learned that on board the Spanish 
frigate Cortes, inoculated persons had had yellow fever. 

“ At the Military Hospital, 200 men at least had had the same 
experience, in spite of the use of the virus. 

“At Dr. Belot’s Hospital I have myself counted fifteen cases of 
yellow fever in persons wh had been previously inoculated. 

“The fact was then decided at my departure ; and even as to the 
first effects of the inoculation, it was admitted, after numerous 
experiments, that the use of the putrefying matters of a liver, 
unmodified by the virus of a reptile,gyould give rise to the same 
symptoms as those which followed the inoculation of the liquid pre- 
pared by the discoverer.” 


Lodine in Syphilis. By M. Fayronert. 

After a long and very just enumeration of the inconveniences in- 
herent to the mercurial treatment, the. author establishes compara- 
tively the indications for iodine medication. But, says he, to obtain 
the best results, it will be necessary to have a pharmaceutical formula 
which shall furnish a remedy, unalterable in its preparation, agreea- 
ble to the taste, and not liable to produce any unpleasant results 
Now, the remedial action of pure iodine is more durable than that of 
iodide of potassium, which is so rapidly carried off by the urine. 

But to obtain from this remedy the desired effect, it is necessary 
that it should be extremely divided, and that it should remain in this 
condition unalterable for some time. The tincture of iodine changes 
because of the chemical action which takes place, and produces 
iodhydrie acid, which, again reacting on the alcohol, forms iodhydrie 
ether, from which then results the separation of a portion of the 
icdine. 

M. Fantonetti gives the following proceeding as realizing the de- 
sired end : 

Put five centigrammes (.77 of a grain) of iodine into a glass or 
porcelain mortar, pour on it nine or ten drops of alcohol, and triturate 
it till it is completely disselved. Then mix thoroughly with it, first, 
three drachms, and, afterwards, six and a-half drachms of refined 
sugar. This whole quantity should be divided into fourteen equal 
parts, of which the patient may take ¢hree and four, or even five, in 
twenty-four hours. 

It is not well to prepare a larger quantity at a time, because the 


iodine, in contact with the air, is volatilized at the ordinary tempera- 
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ture. Experience has shown that there is no danger of the conver- 
sion of the iodine into iodhydric acid. Iodine honey may be made 
by combining ten drachms of honey with the mixture above 
described, or pastiles of chocolate, by mixing it with chocolate paste 
after the addition of the first quantit, of sugar. 

The author quotes five examples of success obtained in patients 
who had already taken mercury, by the use of this remedy, which 
was found agreeable and without inconvenience.—Giornale delle Sci- 
enze Mediche di Torino. 


Dr. De Mahy reports, in the Gaz. Hebdom., May 2d, the cure of 
an umbilical hernia, by the de of collodion. - Compresses retained by 
bandages had failed to cure, while lead plaster irritated the skin too 
much to be borne. Collodion was applied on the 16th of December, 
1855, and at the end of January the hernia remained reduced, when 
the collodion came off. The writer adds: “It is necessary to use 
pure collodion, which dries quickly and contracts strongly ; that 
which contains castor oil, or oil of turpentine, is too flexible. It is 
unnecessary to reduce the hernia ; the application, in drying, returns 
and retains it. It should be applied upon the tumor and all around 
it, so as to cover a place of about the size of a five franc piece. If 
the skin is too wrinkled around the collodion and becomes red, this 
slight inconvenience is remedied by covering the skin with a thin 
coating of cerate, or, better still, of glycerine. Collodion thus 
applied remains for seven or eight days. It gradually separates 
from the circumference to the centre, and finally falls off. It is then 
only necessary to renew the dressing, and this the mother or the 
nurse can do perfectly well. The collodion does not at all interfere 
with the use of baths or lotions, which the health of the patient may 


demand.” 


Elimination of Antimony. The London correspondent of the 
Dublin Medical Press says that “ Dr. Richardson has gone through 
series of experiments on animals as to the elimination of antimony 
from the body, the result of which he has brought before private 
friends, as well as before the Medical Society of London. The ten- 


dency of all antimony injected even into the veins, is to be eliminated 
by the bowels, so that here it is found in largest quantity.” 


Spanish Proverb—“ If physic do not work, prepare for the kirk.” 
This sounds more like Scotland than Spain. 
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On Syncope Senilis from Gastric Irritation. By Joux Hicernzor- 
tom, F.R.S., F.R.C.S. 

I have given the name of “ syncope senilis” to this affection, par- 
ticularly to direct the attention of the profession to the aged. The 
same complaint is common to all ages, but in a more aggrevated form 
in infancy and old age. I am not aware that the affection has been 
specially noticed by any author, except under the head of indigestion, 
and the sufferers themselves often call it a bilious attack. I do not 
think that the symptom of syncope is so apparent in infancy; and I 
believe in middle age the attacks are slighter, and not often serious. 
The syncope in old age is very apparent, aud is the first symptom re- 
quiring prompt attention, for if remedies are neglected, the complaint 
becomes sometimes much aggravated, and is followed by convulsion 
and death. 

It is about thirty years since I first noticed particularly the syncope 
senilis. The subject was about 70 years of age. I thonght at that 


time it was a precursor of an attack of apoplexy, the pa- 


tient having had a slight paralysis when about 23 years of age, which 
affected him slightly through life. I was glad to find on his recovery, 
that there was no increase of his paralytic symptoms. Since that 
time, I have often observed the same syncope, unattended by any 
permanent ill effects. 

My patients have been from 68 to 86 years of age ; the youngest 
68, and the oldest 86. I am not aware that they have labored un- 
der any organic disease whatever ; but we all know, that at an ad- 
vanced age the brain and heart, the nervous and vascular system, are 
frequently more inactive, and in ah impaired condition. 

In the cases I have attended of syncope seuilis, gastric irritation 
appears to have been the sole cause of the attack. At that advanc- 
ed age, mastication of the food is very imperfectly or not at all per- 
formed, for want of teeth; solid animal food has been eaten when 
the stomach has been in an unfit state to assimilate it, usually after 
having had a longer walk than the patient has been accustomed to, 
or had more muscular exertion than usual, so as to produce fatigue, 
and sometimes after exposure to cold ; all which tend to weaken the 
power of the stomach. On this account the food remains an indi- 
gestible mass in the stomach, and gives rise.to gastric irritation, pro- 
ducing syncope and convulsion, which sometimes follows, often slight 
at first, but becoming more formidable, or even fatal, if proper 
remedies are not promptly used. 

I was called to a patient about three o’clock in the morning, his 
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wife having been awoke by his hard breathing and noise in his throat, 
She found her husband was in a fit. I was directly sent for. When 
I arrived he had partially recovered, but very soon after he had a 
second fit, which had the appearance of a slight attack of epilepsy, at- 
tended with convulsion, but had no bitten tongue, as is usual in severe 
attacks of epilepsy. As soon as he was sufficiently recovered from 
the attack, so that he could swallow, I gave him half a drachm of the 
powder of ipecacuanha with fifteen grains of the bicarbonate of potass, 
which was followed by full vomiting ; he ejected lumps of solid beef, 
which appeared to have been swallowed, or rather bolted, without 
having been masticated at all; one of the pieces, I observed, was 
about an inch long and three-quarters of an inch in thickness. Al- 
though the food had been taken into the stomach about sixteen hours, 
the acute corners and edges of the beef appeared as if just cut with 
a sharp knife, not the least digested. No further remedy was requir- 
ed after the emetic, but attention to the bowels, which he reluctantly 
submitted to, saying he was quite well. 

In a month afterwards he had another fit of a similar nature. He 
fell down in a moment on the floor, and remained in the same state as 
in the former case for halfan hour ; the same remedies were resorted 
to as before, and he recovered quickly. I expect the patient will 
have a-return of the syncope, as he is very wilful, and will not attend 
to any means of prevention. This patient was the youngest, being 68 
years of age. Previous to the first fit he had been using much mus- 
cular exertion, still being active in business. 

Another case is that of an old patient of 86 years, who at intervals 
of a few weeks had several similar attacks of syncope. After the last 
fit, attended with slight convulsion, I was induced to think it had been 
occasioned by taking solid food, which was swallowed after imperfect 
mastication; on that account I forbade him the use of animal food 
altogether. This regimen he has now strictly adhered to for some 
months, except a few times having taken a small quantity of tripe. 
He has had no return of his fainting fit, a much longer time having 
now elapsed than the interval, after which he had several of the pre- 
vious attacks. I would make an observation here, as a centrast to 
the former case I have related in the younger man, that at a more 
advanced age the patient does not recover so quickly from the attack, 
but requires particular attention to the digestive orgaus for some 
days with gentle aperients, and saline medicine in a state of efferves- 
cence. 

It is not unusual for even young men to have similar attacks from 
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indigestion, when sudden syncope for a short period comes on, recov- 
ery taking place in a few moments. The same attack at an advanced 
age, I presume, would be attended with aggravated symptoms, such 
as those I have witnessed. 


The lamentable illness and death of the Duke of Wellington ap- 
pears to me to have been a case of “ 
aggravated, and terminated fatally. In the “Life of the Duke of 
Wellington,” by Stocqueler, it is stated that “ the health of his Grace 
had been unusually good for some days, and on Monday, the 13th of 
September, it was remarked that he took a longer walk than usual 
through the grounds attached to the Castle.” The Lancet of the 16th 
October, 1852, in the leading article, says: ‘During some days 
preceding the 14th of September, 1852, the day of the Duke’s death, 
there had been a hot midday sun, a considerable wind, chiefly from 
the North, and the evenings and nights were cold and chilly. The 
thermometer, on the night preceding the fatal event, was only six de- 


syncope senilis,” which became 


grees above the freezing point ; on the preceding day it had been up 
to ninety-two degrees Fahr. No precautions were taken to obviate 
the effect of such a change on the aged and necessarily weak system 
of the Duke, and the pallor of his countenance observed on the preced- 
ing Sunday showed that this influence was telling on the circulation. 
The stomach was ill prepared to receive a hearty dinner, and the dif- 
ficulties of that organ were further increased by receiving a consider- 
able quantity of food imperfectly masticated in consequence of the 
Duke’s loss of teeth.” ‘‘ He took for dinner mock turtle, turbot, venti. 
son, and pudding.” It is further added in the Lancet: “It is prob- 
able that had the Duke’s stomach been relieved by vomiting in the 
early part of the morning, he would now be with us ; it is even prob- 
able that sach an effort, if successful at nine o’clock, might have sav- 


ed him ; 


; but every hour added to the exhaustion, and rendered such 


an act difficult.” 


My brother-in-law, Dr. Marshal Hall, observes, in a paper in the 
Lancet of October 30th, 1852, “ On the malady of the late Duke of 
Wellington,”—“ It is obvious that if efficient vomiting could have 
been induced, the offending cause of this lamentable malady would 
have been removed, and all might have been well ; he would, humanly 
speaking, still be with us. We have no evidence that the Duke of 
Wellington had any organic disease of either the brain or the heart. 
It is to be regretted that there was no post-mortem examination.” I 
fully concur with the leading article in the Lancet, and with Dr. Mar- 


30 
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shall Hall’s opinion, that an efficient vomiting at an early period 
would have been a most effectual remedy. 

I know no emetic equal in such a case to half a drachm of the pow- 
der of ipecacuanha, with the addition of ten or fifteen grains of the 
bicarbonate of potass, as it corrects any acidity in the stomach, and 
produces full vomiting both safely and quickly ; it has also the power 
of raising the system to its normal condition, without producing any 
unnatural excitement, and promotes the healthy secretions of the vari- 
ous organs of the body. The nausea and inefficient vomiting arising 
from natural efforts to empty the stomach, I have no doubt produces 
debility and exhaustion, when a full vomiting from ipecacuanha has 
the contrary effect. Should the first half-drachin of ipecacuanha not 
operate, a second such dose may be given with the greatest safety, it 
only having the effect of a more speedy operation. If vomiting still 
should not follow, the fauces might be irritated with a feather to ex- 
cite it. I have for the last forty years given ipecacuanha emetics 
with the same freedom as I have purgatives, and never saw any bad 
result. 

It might be thought by some individuals that abstaining from ani- 
mal food at the period of old age might be attended with the loss of 
health aud strength. I had an instance in a relation of my own fam- 
ily, who, at 70 years of age, quite abstained from animal food, aud 
also from wine. After the lapse of ten years, when at the age of 80, 
he was requested by his relatives to resume his animal food and wine, 
he excused himself from taking either of them by saying he did not 
want them, for he was very healthy, and in good spirits, although 
very thin in body. 41.é lived till he was nearly 90 years of age. This 
old gentleman, I apprehend, would have been a likely subject for the 
sy..cope senilis had he been in the habit of taking solid animal food, 
which he could not masticate, and would most probably have short- 
ened his days. 

At an advanced age when the physical powers of the body are de- 


. 
clining, and second childhood approaching, and at that period when 
comparatively little exercise only can be taken, the body does not 
require the same solid food. Nature points out the use of milk and 


light farinaceous matter as an aliment, as being more natural, and 
adapted to that period of life ; such food alone is sufficient to keep 
the body in a healthy, cheerful, and happy state. It has been errone- 
ously stated that “ wine is the milk of old age ;” I believe the truth 
is, that milk is the wine of old age, for both the first and second 
childhood, the most natural and the most nutritious. Dr. Erasmus 
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Darwin used to say, “ Milk is white blood.” The oldest individuals 
I have known have lived principally: upon milk diet. Second child- 
hood may be treated much in the way as directed by the late Dr. 
James Hamilton, professor of midwifery in the University of Edin- 
burgh: ‘Plenty of milk, plenty of flannel, and plenty of sleep or 
rest.” —Lancet, 


“ Syncode senilis” will doubtless have a run amongst those who 
carry their knowledge on the tips of their tongues ; but if it occurs 
“in a more aggravated form in znfancy and old age,” and if “it is 
not unusual for even young men to have similar attacks,” how can it 
hold its place? Then, if it has not been noticed by any author “ ex- 
cept under the head of indigestion,” what matter? for under the 
head of indigestion, there is ample room for such inquiry. But 
suppose the “gastric irritation” should be the effect and not the 
“sole cause,” and that the food remained undigested because the 
the brain was at fault? Be this as it may, it is well to empty 
stomach ; but is an emetic safe with cerebral congestion ? Moreover, 
as to the merits of milk, is not milk converted into curd in the 
stomach, and is not curd found rather indigestible in some cases ? 
The writer .of this article may be right, but it may be well to hint dis- 
sent, when sanguine people are prone to beg the question.— Za. Dub. 
Press. 


The Christian Physician. Extracts from a Sermon delivered in the 


Unitarian Church of Detroit, on Sunday Evening, May 4th, 1856, 


5) 


by J. T. Mumford. 

Colossians iv. 14—Luke, the beloved Physician. 

While I contend that the Gospel should be one of the text-books in 
every art and science, I believe it to be singularly adapted to the 
wants of a physician. The medical profession is marked by temptations 
to evil which it requires a Christian to resist, and opportunities 
of usefulness which only a Christian can thoroughly improve. The 
theme is very fruitful in suggestions, but for the sake of needed 
brevity, I will confine myself to the aids which a physician may derive 
from Christian principles in the delicacy of his thoughts and feelings, 
the truthfulness of his words and deeds, his devotion to the welfare 
of his race, and his views of human suffering and death. 

There is no trait of a medical practitioner which is more lovely and 
of good report than his refinement and delicacy. If any man needs 
to be a gentleman, it is a doctor of medicine. Brought by the nature 
of his duties into close and intimate relations with persons of every 
rank, sex, and condition, and to deal with many hidden and sacred 
events of life, the least coarseness on his part must often produce 
acute and terrible sufferings. I suppose there are beings called men 
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and women who can bear to be treated like brutes, but it is only 
among the lowest and vilest.of our kind that dignity and delicacy can 
be ignored by a physician. Knowing how tender are the sensibili- 
ties of the siek, indignant at the roughness and indecency of some who 
disgrace their profession, I would not call to my own bedside, nor be 
instrumental in calling to a friend’s chamber, any man in whose purity 
and refinement I had not the fullest confidence. Great skill and good 
manners usually go together; but if I am ever compelled to choose 
between a gentleman of moderate skill and a boor of consummate 
ability, I would rather suffer a little in the hands of the gentleman 
than be perfectly safe in the paws of the boor. Nor do I think that 
I am peculiar in this impression. I know that there is not an invalid 
of right aims and delicate feelings who does not consider refinement 
as among the very first considerations in the choice of a doctor. No 
material injury is equal to spiritual wrongs. It is better to have the 
body neglected than to have the mind sullied and the soul assailed. 

I now say that constant, unvarying refinement can only be secured 
by Christian principles. A worldly man may feign delicacy of feeling 
so as to deceive the tough and obtuse, but it is not so easy to cheat 
the instincts of the tender and pure. Considerations of policy are 
only dams erected against streams of coarseness. A Christian 
purpose purifies the very fountain of life. When graces are artificial, 
they require vast shrewdness to avoid detection. When virtues are 
genuine, it is as easy to appear delicate and refined as it is for flowers 
to give forth their fragrance, or suns to scatter light. 

A physician should be truthful, as well as refined. If he is not 
sincere, his very refinement is superficial and vain. Integrity is the 
king of virtues. 

It was once confessed that there were boundaries of human know- 
ledge. No man was expected to know everything. But in these 
modern times, when every apothecary’s shop is full of panaceas, and 
sturdy claims to omniscience are put forth by professors of the healing 
art, it has become unsafe and impolitie for a physician to admit the 
least ignorance. The temptation to give prompt and decided answers, 
even when he is sorely in doubt, is very great. I fear that many 
of our doctors cannot truthfully declare that they have never under- 
taken to supply the popular demand for infallible physicians. How 
humiliating is this unprincipled flattery of the prejudices of ignorant 
persons! My friends, when I look into books of physiology, or 
observe the workings of my own frame, awed by the conviction that 
we are fearfully and wonderfully made, I do not dare to suppose that 
I can find men who have solved every mystery of the human system. 
When I note the varieties of disease, and mark how hidden are 
the most important processes vf nature, I am led to distrust that 
man who speaks with at least as much confidence as would become 
our Maker of the causes and consequences of the ills that flesh is 
heir to. On the other hand, a candid medical practitioner who 
sometimes confesses that he does not wholly understand a difficult 
case, is apt to have my full belief, whenever he speaks with decision 





1856.] - CHRONICLE OF MEDICAL PROGRESS. 469 


and assurance. Although at first sight it may seem a paradox, 
it ought to be a truism that it requires great learning, excellent 
judgment, and rare moral courage, to be able to confess, “I am 
ignorant ;” and it only takes gross ignorance and presumption 
to say, “I know all about it.” In view of the common prejudice 
which attaches to the admission of ignorance and doubt, it seems to 
me that every physician needs to look above the errors of his age to 
the throne of Him who requires truth in the inward parts, and for 
every false word and deed will bring us into judgment. 

A physician should be a humane man, able to feel and at proper 
times to express his sympathy with the care-worn and sorrowful. 

It is a long time since I have read anything more eloquent than 
these passages from Dr. Ware’s address to medical graduates:-— 

“According to the bias with which it is begun the life of a physician 
may either quicken or blunt these sensibilities. It is not to be denied 
that the tendency of some parts of his education, some of his 
pursuits, and even some of his duties is to deaden their keenness. 
Habit may thus render him so inaccessible to their influence, 
that though he perform his necessary office strictly and even con- 
scientiously, he has not and does not evince any true perception 
of the real character of the events of which he is a witness. In the 
great current of human events, the health, the sufferings, the death 
of individuals are of little moment. No single life is of consequence 
to the world; but when the most insignificant one is in peril, there is 
some one circle of human hearts in which the contest of doubt, and 
hope, and fear, which it creates, amounts to agony. Into that circle 
we enter; for the time we form a part of it. We ought not to carry 
into it the indifference of the outer world. We cannot have the same 
feelings with those who watch around the sick bed, and to whom its 
event is sometimes of more importance than the changes of empires 
or the fate of nations, but we can realize, we can respect them. In 
the great economy of the universe, even in the ordinary movements 
of human society, of how little importance is the life of a young 
child. It dies. How small a drop does it add to the current 
of human mortality which is constantly sweeping by us. But to the 
heart of at least one human being that life, so insignificant to the 
world, is the bright particu:ar light waich gives a charm to her whole 
existence. To her it is so precious that 

“Tf Heaven would make her such another world, 
Of one entire and perfect chrysolite,” 

she would not take it in exchange. No one else ean experience this 
sentiment. Nature hos made but one bosom capable of it. But it 
‘an be appreciated, though it cannot be felt. And it is a sentiment 
at once so tender and so holy, that in our intercourse with those who 
cherish it, it demands all our sympathy and even our veneration.” 

Recognizing tender and lively sympathy as one of the chief quali- 
ties of a physician, how natural it is for me to believe that it may best 
be studied in the school of Him who was moved by the sorrow of the 
widow of Nain, mingled his own tears with those of Mary and Martha 
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at the grave of Lazarus, and was indeed the friend and brother of all 
men, as well as God’s beloved Son! 

Accustomed to the study of man’s material frame, and familiar 
with the decay and death of human bodies, physicians are proverbially 
suspected of irreverence and skepticism. Many persons believe doctors 
are doubters, and it is true that they are seldom seen in places 
of worship.* I believe that the irreverence of medical men is very 
much exaggerated. However familiar they may become with this 
perishing body, they cannot exhaust its mysteries so as to despise it 
as beneath their continued attention. If Methusaleh had been a 
physician, devoting every year of his millennium to investigation 
of the laws of life and health, he would have departed with unsolved 
problems and unlearned lessons. 

How any reflecting man can imagine that our frames are creations 
of accident or chance, I cannot conceive. Still it must be admitted 
that care of the mortal part of human beings is not suggestive of faith 
in immortality; and it is in this connection that I would insist upon 
the importance of a Christian faith. Let the practitioner who is 
saddened by the frequent spectacle of physical dissolution, and antici- 
pates with horror his own falling into nought, listen to the thrilling 
declarations: ‘‘ Whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall uever die ;” 
“We know that if our earthly tabernacle were dissolved, we have a 
building of God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens ;” 
“They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more, neither shall 
the sun light on them, nor any heat. For the Lamb which‘is in the 
midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them unto living 
fountains of water; and God shall wipe away all tears from their 
eyes ” 

When a physician becomes a Christian believer, what rare oppor- 
tunities to ‘‘ minister to minds diseased, and pluck from the memory 
a rooted sorrow,” are afforded him! In his confessional free admis- 
sions of guilt are heard, and he may call the offender to penitence, 
and then bid him “ go, and sinno more.” He can cause glazing eyes 
to be rekindled with hopes of God’s enduring love beyond the grave. 
When ministers utter these appeals, too many regard them as mere 
professional formulas. They come with irresistible grace and power 
from those who speak, not because they are expected to say some- 
thing, but because they are moved to utter deep and abiding convic- 
tions. In ancient times the physicians were priests, and the priests 
were physicians. The callings may well be colleagues now. Let the 
preacher assert, that obedince to the laws of the body is essential to 
the salvation of the soul, and let the doctor prescribe love to God 
and man, as conditions of that peace of mind on which sound physi- 
cal health is notoriously dependent. ‘‘ Know ye not that ye are the 
temple of God, and that the spirit of God dwelleth in you. If any 
man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy, for the temple 
of God is holy—which temple ye are.” 


* Mr. M. is entirely mistaken in this statement.—Eb. 
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And now, my friends, let me say a few words in conclusion, on the 
claims of the medical profession upon our affection and gratitude. 
Luke is styled “the beloved physician.” This phrase is sometimes 
added to the names of living practitioners, for all men are not yet 
blind to the beauty of kindness, and the sublimity of self-sacrifice. 
But how common are sneers and jests directed indiscriminately at 
doctors! Admitting, as I am bound to do, that some who profess 
and call themselves physicians, deserve the harshest epithets that 
human invention can devise, or human lips utter, I regard the cur- 
rent-sweeping distrust of the profession as unreasonable and wrong. 
Let the ignorant, the coarse, and the mercenary be freely denounced. 
God knows I am glad to see them running the gauntlet of scorn and 
indignation. May its salutary severity cure them of their folly and 
their sin! But, as a class, I insist that intelligent and conscientious 
physicians are to be duly honored. Whose memory is not full of 
instances of their tenderness and fidelity ? Who does not know that 
their calling abounds in hardships, and is the most short lived of 
professions? They are so far from being usually mercenary, that 
their generosity demands distinct and emphatic mention. There is 
not an aged doctor who has not bestowed thousand of dollars worth 
of service upon the pennyless and forsaken. Some of the brightest 
pages of the recording angel will be transcribed from entries in the 
day books of medical practitioners. My own profession, in particu- 
lar, owes them an enormous debt. In consideration of his straight- 
ened circumstances, merchants sometimes deduct a little from the 
profits of wares sold to a preacher of the Gospel, but a physician 
who should make the least charge, would be excommunicated by his 
brethren for meanness. With my views of the ministry, this forbear- 
ance is not always palatable. If I could control the matter, I would 
ask no exemption whatever from the common burthens of manhood, 
but I cannot fail to appreciate the spirit of the rule. Gratitude has 
overpowered impatience whenever I have found that I was not 
allowed to pay for some of the most valuable services that man can 
render to his brother man. 

Think, too, of the heroism of this profession, what risks they 
incur in the pursuit of knowledge! The martyrs of the new science 
would form a noble army. And let us not forget those in active 
practice, who have fallen at posts of dangerous duty. Every pesti- 
lence that decimates a town, records the generous bravery of its 
physicians in letters of living light. That self-sacrificing band of 
volunteers who went from distant cities to give their lives to the 
doomed people of Norfolk, have redeemed their calling from every 
merited or unmerited reproach. In the great hereafter, a voice of 
divine sweetness shall say to them: “I was sick and ye visited me, 
for inasmuch as ye did it to one of the least of these my brethren, 
ye did it unto me. Come ye blessed of my Father, inherit the king- 
dom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.” 
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Case of Large Popliteal Aneurism Successfully Treated by Compres- 
sion. By Josern Epmonpson, M.D., Licentiate of the King and 
Queen’s College of Physicians, &c. 

A gentleman of active habits, of spare but muscular frame, con- 
sulted me on the 18th of March last, in reference to a swelling which 
he had in his thigh for some months past. On laying my hand over 
the affected part, I could feel a strong pulsation through his clothes— 
in fact, the pulsation was visible to the eye through the patient’s 
trowsers, although the limb was surrounded by several layers of 
flannel bandage. After a careful examination, I diagnosed it “a 
case of popliteal aneurism.” The history of the case was this :— 
In the beginning of October last he was sitting on a high seat, with 
the legs and feet unsupported and swinging ; he suddenly jerked him- 
self off the seat without using his hands as a means of support, and 
immediately afterwards felt an uneasiness in the ham and region of 
the knee-joint. However, he paid little attention to it, and though 
lame at intervals, particularly after much exertion or a long walk, he 
continued to pursue his daily avocations as usual until the latter end 
of December, at which period it became so painful and troublesome, 
that he was induced to examine it, and found in the ham a tumor 
about the size of a pigeon’s egg. He still continued at business until 
within about a fortnight of the time he consulted me. He considered 
it an attack of rheumatism. The treatment adopted was rabbing in 
anodyne liniment and ointments, using as powerful friction as a ser- 
vant could exercise with the hand, which treatment must have favored 
the more quick and full-development of the aneurismal sac. After 
fully explaining to him the true nature and serious character of his 
disease, as also the mode of treatment by compression. I strongly 
recommended him to consult my friend Dr. Carte, as a surgeon on 
whose sound judgment and practical experience I could rely. On 
the 19th of March he consulted Dr. Carte, who confirmed my diag- 
nosis, and also approved of the curative treatment recommended by 
me. 

Having properly prepared my patient by rest, a slightly elevated 
position of the limb, and having lessened the force of the circulation 
and deprived the blood of much of its serum by the action of compound 
powder of jalap, followed up by saline aperients, as also by low diet, 
consisting of two meals daily—namely, breakfast, 4 oz. of bread and 
6 oz. of tea ; dinner, 8 oz. of potatoes, with a little broth, and 6 oz. 
of milk. I commenced the treatment by compression on the 24th. 
On first examining the patient, the limb was very edematous; but now, 
from the effects of rest, position, &c., the cedema had all disappeared, 
and left a well-defined, circumscribed, and fluctuating tumor of an oval 
shape, very prominent, situated on the posterior and inner part of the 
lower third of the right thigh, and extending to a small extent to- 
wards its anterior aspect, measuring longitudinally 44 inches, and 
transversely 9 inches. There is exactly 3} inches difference between 
the circumference of the two thighs at the site of the disease, the 
sound limb measuring 14 inches, and the affected one 17} inches, 
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The pulsation is very strong, accompanied by a sharp bruit de scie. 
Pressure with the finger on the femoral completely controls the pulsa- 
tion, but does not apparently lessen the size of the tumor. When 
the pressure is suddenly removed, the blood rushes into it with a 
strong iinpetus, but unaccompanied by any increased pain. Com- 
plains of very severe pain at intervals, generally coming on at night, 
and always referred to the knee-joint. Skin over the tumor thin, but 
natural in color and healthy in appearance. General health and spi- 
rits good. 

First day (24th): Commenced pressure with Carte’s pelvic appa- 
ratus at three P. M., applying the pad obliquely over the artery as 
it crosses the brim of the pelvis. Half-past five: The skin is irri- 
table, and bears the pressure badly ; loosened the pelvic pad, and 
applied pressure to the centre of the thigh with Carte’s circular com- 
pressor ; could not bear it more than three-quarters of an hour, al- 
though I used every precaution, shaving the pubis the day before, 
dusting with starch, keeping the pad firmly fixed while screwing it 
down, and using pressure just sufficient to stop the pulsation. 

Second day (25th): Commenced pressure at half-past eight A. M., 
and continued it at intervals up to half-past eleven P. M., during 
which time pressure was used about eight hours, sometimes entirely, 
at others only partially controlling the pulsation in the tumor. The 
skin being irritable, and not tolerant of much pressure, I thought it 
prudent to act with great caution, and gradually establish a tolerance. 
He has some enlarged glands in the groin, which are a source of 
much annoyance, but which as yet I have managed to avoid. 

Third day (26th): Commenced pressure at half-past eight A. M. 
At one o’clock called into requisition a conical lead weight (74 lb.), 
which I cast and attached to a pad made of a firm piece of cork 
covered with chamois leather. The bedclothes annoyed him to-day, 
and caught in the thumb-screw of the compressor, and loosened the 
pad ; got a cradle made, to prevent any further accident ; bore the 
pressure better to-day ; kept it up almost continuously for ten hours ; 
repeated the saline aperient ; occasional numbness of leg and foot ; 
temperature of the sac much higher than that of the body ; no other 
change perceptible. At half-past ten P. M., suspended the weight 
from the iron hoop of the cradle, so as merely to steady it and keep 
it upright, but not interfere with its pressure. Gave him an anodyne 
draught. 

Fourth day (27th): Kept the weight on-last night for about four 
hours ; spent a very restless night ; a little before he removed the 
weight, was attacked with an unusual feeling in the tumor, which he 
compared to the action of scalding water, accompanied with severe 
pain in the knee, shooting down the leg ; feeling of numbness in toes 
and foot, which continued about half an hour. Applied the weight at 
half-past five A. M. The pulsation less forcible, and the bruit some- 
what softer ; pressure was kept up as yesterday ; patient rather rest- 
less. Repeat the anodyne draught. : 

Fifth day (28th): Got a comfortable night ; the pulsation in the 
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tumor has resumed its former vigor ; Lruit again sharp, but, notwith- 
standing, the tumor is decidedly more solid ; could trace a small col- 
lateral vessel running along the superior edge of the tumor. Com- 
menced pressure at seven A. M. Got a transverse triangulur bar 
made this morning with a hollow square at its extremity, to support 
and steady the weight, which answers admirably when attached to 
the pelvic saddle ; bore the weight without moving it for six hours, 
and used the pelvic and circular apparatus alternately until half-past 
ten P. M., when I again applied the pelvic pressure, with directions 
to allow it to remain on as long as he could conveniently bear it 
through the night. Repeated the anodyne draught at his own re- 
quest. No further change in the sac. 

Sixth day (29th): Slept until three o’clock this morning, when 
he unscrewed the pad, and reapplied it at six A. M.; continued alter- 
nate pressure through the early part of the day. At three P. M. 
examined the sac carefully ; more solid; fluctuation less evident ; 
pulsation less forcible ; bruit softer. Controlled the pulsation fully 
with the pelvic compressor, and explained to him the necessity of con- 
tinuing the pressure in case pain came on as on the 4th day. Six 
P. M.: About half an hour after my last visit, violent burning pain 
set in in the sac, accompanied with great numbness of the foot and low- 
er part of the leg ; the pain extended round the kuee, running down 
the leg, and returning again to the tumor; this continued an hour 
and a half, and was so violent that he shed tears; he did not relax 
the pressure, which I—as I came in at an opportune time, the pain 
having just ceased—increased, until I altogether stopped the circula- 
tion in the femoral. At eight P. M. loosened the pelvic, and applied 
the circular pressure ; at half-past nine P. M. begged for a little rest; 
removed the pad and examined the tumor ; pulsation very feeble ; 
edges of tumor much sharper and more defined ;_ the bruit soft and 
low. At ten P. M. applied the weight, put on a slipper, attached it 
to the waist with a tape, and left hin for the night. 

Tth day (30th): Eight A. M.; kept up the pressure till five o’clock 
this morning ; got a comfortable night. On examing the tumor, I 
had the very great satisfaction of finding it solid, with ever trace of 
pulsation and bruit gone. The tumor is also somewhat lessened in 
size. Continued the pressure all day without interruption. Eleven 
P. M.: remains in the same very satisfactory state ; complains of pain 
about the knee and leg. Repeat the saline aperient. 

8th day (31st): Tunfor continues in same state ; kept up mode- 
rate pressure all night and all day ; complained a good deal of burn- 
ing pain at intervals ; can trace another collateral vessel along the 
centre of the tumor ; slight numbness of leg and foot. 

9th day: Pressure was kept up several hours during the night. 
On examining the tumor, I detected an alm»st imperceptible pulsa- 
tion on its posterior aspect. Applied the weight for two hours. Can 
now detect a distinct but feeble pulsation over the entire tumor, 
strongest at the point where I first detected it. On applying the 
stethoscope (the former bruit had not returned), but a weak thump- 
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ing sound was communicated to the ear. Applied the pelvic appara- 
tus, using pretty firm pressure. In three hours after I find all pulsa- 
tion again ceased, and no sound communicated to the ear. Continu- 
ed moderate pressure all day. Can trace a third collateral vessel ; 
complained of some pain in the sac ; the vessel runs along its under 
surface ; numbness still continues, but less. 

April llth: Patient has been reclining daily on a sofa, with a 
flannel roller applied from the toes to the knee ; absorpton has set 
in ; the tumor measures about three-eighths of an inch less (in the 
circumference of the limb); it is hard, and its boundaries very well 
defined; numbness has left the leg, its temperature equal to the other. 

24th: For the last few days he has been using the limb very free- 
ly, walking and driving about ; the tumor gives him little or no in- 
convenience ; it is slowly absorbing ; it now measures in circumfer- 
ence nearly one inch less ; longitudinally five-eighths, and transverse- 
ly seven-eighths less. 

As the patient did not complain of the low diet, I continued it un- 
altered until after solidification took place. During the entire treatment 
the pulse remained steady, at about 60, very soft and compressib!e. 
Before I commenced treatment, it was over 90. From the commeunce- 
ment he had no thirst, nor did the slightest degree of adema at any time 
supervene. If pressure could have been exercised with more firmness 
and less interruption from the commencement, I have no doubt the 
cure would have been very rapid ; if the pressure had been increased 
instead of stopped on the 4th day, when the pain came on (the char- 
acter of which is so accurately described in Mr. Tufnell’s work on 
compression, ) in all probability the cure would have dated from that 
day. The greatest amount of pressure which I at any time used, al- 
though it completely controlled the pulsation, always allowed a small 
current of blood to pass through the femoral, except on the 6th day, 
when I cut off the circulation altogether for about two hours (after 
the violent pain ceased) in order to ensure and hasten the formation 
of the coagula. Calculating the number of hours, on the 6th day the 
pressure had not been used more than three days of twenty-four hours, 
and I am confident that during half that time the pulsation was only 
partially controlled. Should I meet another case of a similar kind, 
the return of the circulation through the sac on the 9th day (three 
days after it had ceased) will make me exceedingly cautious. The 
accident was caused by a slight squeeze, which broke up part of the 
recently formed soft clot, the detection o®which at so early a stage 
saved much annoyance and trouble. I had a most intelligent patient 
to treat, and one who entered into all my views, and assisted me in 
every possible manner to further them. .I found the apparatus ex- 
ceedingly easy of adaptation, and most effective in its action, leaving 
me, as regarded it, nothing to desire. In the treatment of the case 
Iam much indebted to Dr. Carte for the kind letter of instructions 
which he sent me with the apparatus in reference to its application, 
&c.—Dub. Med. Press. 
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EDITORIAL AND MISCELLANEOUS. 


American Mepicat Association.—-There is nothing in the published 
Minutes which especially marks the meeting at Detroit, as strikingly 
interesting, yet it will be seen that a very fair proportion of the 
Committees fulfilled their duties, and the large number of Special 
Committees appointed for next year shows a growing interest in the 
objects of the Association, and an increased industry on the part of its 
members. 

The address of the retiring President was marked with the usual 
elegant precision of its author. His suggestion in relation to the re- 
pudiation of the title of Allopathists, with which the Homeeopathists 
would brand us—which title necessarily implies a limited doctrine, 
and gives us an occupation antagonistic to themselves—is worthy 
of being closely followed out. The true theory and practice of Medi- 
cine is not confined by any closely bounded dogmas, nor are its prin- 
ciples contained within the limits of a contracted Latin precept. “ No 
pent-up Utica contracts our powers, but the whole boundless” wealth 
of ages of rigid experience and strict scientific research is our store- 
house of learning. We are not to be held to the narrow confines 
allotted us by the followers of Hahnneman, but with Professor Wood 
we gladly claim our full scope of liberty. 

No lengthened debate took place during the sittings of the Conven- 
tion. The only one of especial interest followed the reading of the 
resolutions, offered by Professor Gross as an appendix to his very able 
Report as Chairman of the Committee to “Inquire into the Causes 
which Obstract the Formation and Establishment of our National 
Medical Literature.” We are convinced by the tone of the remarks 
made that the spirit of Prof. Gross’ resolutions was misapprehended. 
We cannot conceive that Professor Gross intended to be so proscrip- 
tive as his opponents would make his resolutions appear. We shall, 
however, take another ocgasion to express our own convictions upon 
this subject, merely indicating en passant our national pride, and yet 
our full trust in the cosmopolitan spirit of the much-abused “great 
republic of letters,” engaging our readers to refer again to these reso- 
lutions. 

The elegant and spirited Report of Dr. Breckenridge, of Kentucky, 
as Chairman of the Committee on Medical Literature, with its free- 
trade doctrines, was highly applauded. This, as well as the report 
by Dr. Gross was referred to the Committee on Publication, and both 





1856.] EDITORIAL AND MISCELLANEOUS. 477 


will doubtless appear, with their conflicting sentiments, in the pub- 
lished transactions. 

The Report of Dr. Davis of Chicago was of a highly practical auc 
scientific character, and drawn up in the rigid analytical manner for 
which he is eminent, presents in its brevity, its conciseness and its 
practical value, a model to be imitated. This report, and that of Dr. 
Newman of Buffalo on the Sanitary Police of Cities, will enrich the 
statistics of medicine. A verbal abstract only of the latter was made, 
but from this we are persuaded that the matter afforded in the 
pages of the report will prove highly valuable to the student of public 
or private hygiene. 

Several other reports were read, either in part, or an abstract 
given of them; while those whose authors were not present were 
referred direct to the Committee of Publication. 

Dr. Fuller, of Maine, read a portion of his paper on “The Best 
Treatment for Cholera Infantum;” Dr. Flint, of Kentucky, a portion 
of his paper on “ Rendering the Medical Patronage of the National 
Government Tributary to the Honor and Improvement of the Profes- 
siun;” Dr. Horace Green, of New York, an abstract of his Report on 
“The Use and Effect of Applications of Nitrate of Silver to the 
Throat.” We shall wait for these to appear in print before we speak 
of them, as the abstracts given were too short to afford a good oppor- 
tunity to judge other than of their general interest. Dr. Palmer, 
of Michigan, as Chairman of the Committee on Plans of Organizations 
of State and County Societies,” read a lengthy and interesting Report, 
to which was appended a long series of resolutions, and an outline 
of a Constitution for County Societies. These elicited some debate, 
and were finally referred with the Report. 

The sittings of the Convention were marked with perfect harmony, 
with one single exception. In giving our reswmé of the proceedings, 
we cannot hesitate to speak in the most decided terms of regret that 
any sectional feelings should have heen the cause of disturbance to 
the pleasant manner with which the Convention was conducted. We 
deprecate the bad spirit which prompted the resolution offered by Dr, 
Neill. Our professional jealousies are too much remarked upon by 
the laity. The cultivation of a little more generosity of sentiment, 
of a little more charity and chivalric bearing toward each other, 
would not injure our self-respect, but would create a better feeling 
among ourselves, and draw upon us the respect of those out of the pro- 
fession. J. H. D. 








EDITORIAL AND MISCELLANEOUS. [ June, 


Deata and a Witt.—Vidal (de Cassis) died at Paris, in April 
last. In our own country, Dr. J. @ Percival, the poet, and Dr. 
John C, Warren, of Boston, are also gone. This last gentleman left 
a singular will, requiring his body to be placed in a tomb, with the 
usual ‘ceremonies, and that the next day after. it should be taken 
from the tomb, and an examination made, to ascertain the cause of 
certain obscure symptoms of disease under which he had for a long 
time labored. Then the will directs that his bones shall be mace- 
rated, wired,.and hung up in the Museum of the Medical College in 
Boston. The will was peremptory. We learn that everything has 
been done as he directed, and that his bones are now macerating. 
There was found to be malignant disease of the stomach. 

We confess that we feel a shudder creep over us when we think of 
this will. Had science required it, we should have admired the self- 
sacrificing spirit which prompted it, but no such demand exists which 
could not be carried out infinitely better without shocking the feel- 
ings of any one. It is to be hoped. that the trustees will put the 
skeleton into a case entirely of wood, at least till all of his friends 
have gone, and are no. longer shocked by the sight. One thousand 
dollars were left by him for publishing his biography. One thousand 
dollars more to keep his tomb in repair forever. But why one does 
not see. Nothing was left to any hospital or other charitable insti- 
tution. 


Suspensory Bandage. Dr. Miliano of this city has devised a new 
suspensory bandage, which is by far the best we have ever seen. It 
is light and strong, and seems to answer all the purposes for which 
such an instrument is intended better than its predecessors. We 
understand that he has given the right of making it to a poor person. 
It is known as E. M, Melville’s patent suspensory. 


Restenation.—-Dr. Thomas D. Mutter, of Philadelphia, has _re- 
signed the chair of Surgery in the Jefferson Medical College of that 
city. He was the best lecturer in his department that we ever 
listened to. Dr. Gross, of Louisville, has been elected in his place, 
and has, we understand, accepted the appointment. 


New Book. Dr. A. K. Gardner of this city is just publishing 
a book on sterility and abortion. We understand that it will appear 
next month. 
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The following letter was received last month, but not till our May 
number was printed. We give it the earliest insertion practicable : 

Dear Sir :—TI have just received the April number of your valu- 
able journal, and find in it part of ‘‘ A Paper on the Effects of Lead 
on the Heart,” by John W. Corson, M.D., &c., &c., which is intro- 
duced by some £ditorial comments so perfectly erroneous, that I 
trust you will give this letter a place in the pages of your Journal, as 
an act of simple justice. In the editorial remarks alluded to, the 
Special Committee of the American Medical Association, to which 
Dr. Corson’s Paper was referred, is distinctly charged with dowble- 
dealing, neglect of duty, and unfairness towards the author of the 
paper. Being chairman of that committee, justice to myself as well 
as to my associates (Drs. Isaac Wood and F. C. Stewart, of your 
city), requires from mea brief explanation. The real facts in the 
vase are as follows :—“ In réturning from the meeting of the Associa- 
tion in May last, I stopped one or two days at the Metropolitan 
Hotel in New York, where, according to previous appointment, Dr. 
Corson met me, and submitted his paper tomy examination ; at the 
same time, claiming that it was incomplete, and asking the privilege 
of retaining it for the purpose of rewriting it, and making some addi- 
tions. After reading his paper carefully, 1 candidly pointed out to 
him some, perhaps unimportant defects ; and knowing that he had 
just been appointed by the Association a Speczal Committee to report 
at the next Annual Meeting, “On the Causes of the Impulse of the 
Heart, and the Agencies which Influence it in Health and Disease,” I 
advised him to retain his present paper, and use the materials it 
contained, with ail the other facts he could command, in elaborating 
a more complete and extended paper, to be presented in the form of 
a report at the next meeting of the Association. The reasons I 
gave him in support of this advice were : that his paper, as then pre- 
sented to me, contained but very few facts or ideas not already fully 
before the profession ; that according to his claim it was incomple e, 
and must be revised before it could go to the Committee on Publica- 
tion ; and, finally, that it would enhance his own professional reputa- 
tion in a much greater degree to have published in the Transactions 
of the Association one carefully-prepared and full paper on any special 
subject, than two or three hastily-written and meagre ones. 

Finding, however, that he was unwilling to pursue such a course, I 
told him if he would immediately revise and complete his paper, he 
might then hand it directly to the othcr members of the Committee, 
Drs. Wood and Stewart, and if it was satisfactory to them, it might 
be transmitted to the Committee of Publication without the delay 
and trouble of further examination on my part. 

With this proposition he seemed satistied ; and I heard nothing 
further of the paper until I received a letter from the Chairman of 
the Committee on Publication, giving me notice, that if we designed 
to have the paper published in the Transactions, it must be forwarded 
soon. I immediately wrote to Dr. Wood, informing him in full con- 
cerning the arrangement made with Dr. Corson, and requesting him 
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and Dr. Stewart, if they had not already done so, to examine the 
paper without delay, and if it met their approval, to send it to the 
Pnblishing Committee. Soon after this I received a letter from Dr. 
Wood, saying that he had seen Dr. Corson, and given him substan- 
tially the same advice as I had done in the first instance, viz., to re- 
tain this paper, and embody it in a more extended report, at the next 
meeting of the Association ; and further, that Dr. Corson seemed to 
be satisfied with that course. Here I supposed the matter had been 
brought to a perfectly satisfactory termination, until three or four 
weeks since, when I received a long, rambling, and not very compli- 
mentary letter, from Dr. Corson, formally notifying me that he. had 
concluded to appeal from the Committee to the profession, by pub- 
lishing his Paper in the New York Journal of Medicine. Such are 
exactly the facts in the matter, so far as I have any knowledge of 
them. If Dr. Corson’s Paper, as finally prepared, was never even read 
by the Committee, it was certainly not my fault ; for he neither 
placed it in my hands, nor even notified me when it was ready, for 
perusal. So far from having the least desire to suppress Dr. Cor- 
son’s Paper, or throw the smallest obstacle in his way, we honestly, 
and with the utmost sincerity, gave him just such advice as we 
thought calculated to bring himself and his investigations before the 
Association in the most advantageous manner. And we are perfectly 
willing that the profession should judge of both the wisdom and the 
fairness of our dealing with him Yours truly, N.S. Davis. 

Chicago, Jll., April 19, 1856. 

This epistle shows clearly enough, to our mind, that “ perfectly 
erroneous” is rather strong language for the facts in the case ; and 
it might be well enough to let the matter rest thas, but in order to 
make it entirely clear, we add simply that Dr. Corson authorizes us 
to say, that our former statement of the facts, in relation to the 
exclusion of his paper on the Effects of Lead on the Heart, Xc., 
was strictly correct, as understood at the time ; but that -he has 
since received friendly explanations, which satisfy him that the appa- 
rent injustice of rejecting his paper, without reading it, as carefully 
prepared for publication in ample time, and at their request, was re- 
ally not intentional, but the result of an accidental misunderstanding 
among members of a committee greatly pressed with other engage- 
ments, and widely separated. LAvga 

Dr. Corson also desires us to state, in justice, that he entertains 
the strongest confidence in the integrity and motives of the New 
York members of the committee, on whom Dr. Davis now wishes to 
throw the responsibility. The plan so strenuously urged by Dr. 
Davis of reading an old paper a second time before a body so hur- 
ried, or of crowding and spoiling a new paper with old matter, Dr. 
Corson still thinks undesirable for all parties, and with this honest 
difference of opinion, he feels that the only delicate and gentlemanly 
course left was the prompt withdrawal of the paper. 
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